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Perfect Peace 
By Dorothy L. Kinney 


Ts uds are scudding heavily, 
And darkening the sky; 

The rai is chill and beating, and 

“\\ “Phe wind is blowing high. 

The wind - swept clouds part suddenly, 
A brilliant star is seen; 

Above the storm, untroubled still, 
The stars shine on serene. 


Though clouds of trouble or of pain 
Shut out the skies of blue, 

The stars of God’s eternal love 
Are always shining true; 

And one may catch a glimpse of them 
Though storm and stress. increase; 

The mind that’s stayed upon the Lord 
Is kept-in perfect peace. 











Science Reverses Itself 


Science’s latest findings are continually proving 
to be science’s latest mistakes. Is it, then, wise to 
say.that we must “interpret” the Bible in the light 
of present-day science? The newspapers have recently 
been exploiting the latest scientific verdict on the so- 
called “million dollar tooth,” or the Hesperopithecus 
tooth, found in Nebraska in. 1922, and formerly said 
by experts of the American Museum of Natural His- 
tory to be proof that an ape-man had been forerunner 
of the human species millions of years ago in Amer- 
‘ica. Distinguished British anthropglogists had ac- 
' cepted this proof “that a sub-human or high anthro- 
"poid type had. existed in the United States.” Mr. 
Brvaai was frequently jibed about it, in the evolution 
‘controversy, because the disastrous molar had been 
found in his State. After three years of exhaustive 
scientific investigation the American Museum of Natu- 
ral History, as recently as February, 1925, reaffirmed 


its position, saying that no tooth had ever been sub-- 


jected to such a severe scientific cross-examination, 
and declared: “Every suggestion made by scientific 
skeptics was weighed and found wanting.” The 
- famous scientist, Henry Fairfield Osborn, who wel- 
comed the tooth as convincing proof of evolution, 
named it in honor of fhe Nebraska geologist, Harold 
J. Cook, who had originally discovered it, “Hesper- 
opithecus haroldcookii.” It was “the missing link.” 
And now, by scientific verdict, it collapses! Profes- 
sor William K. Gregory of the American Museum, 
one of the original believers in the tooth, has discoy- 


ered that it is the tooth of an extinct wild pig. Per- 
haps it is. Perhaps it is not. "Those who believe the 
Word of God may leave to scientists the controversy 
as to its identity. But “the wisdom of God” has re- 
vealed, in his Word, that it is not the tooth of any 
missing link between man and beast. Such a link is 
indeed missing, and will be missing for time*and eter- 
nity. God says that all beasts and cattle were made 
“after their kind,” and that man was made not after 
their kind, but in the image of:God. The science of 
the carnal man is bound to’ reverse itself, for “the 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are 
vain” (1 Cor. 3:20). “But the word of the Lord en- 
dureth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:25). 


=x 
No Paralyzing Interval 


Delay is a deceptive thing. There are many ob- 
vious duties that we would not think of declining; so 
we simply’ delay them. We may fool ourselves com- 
pletely in this way, and carry the deception on through 
years, all the time assuring ourselves that we are 
“going to do it” a little later. And the delay may 


‘mean just as complete failure to do-the duty as a 


flat-rejection at the start would have been. The only 
way to be sure of doing what we ought to do is to do 
it when we ought to. Professor du Plessis wrote a 
quickening word about.the late Dr. Andrew Murray, 
quoted in the series of articles on this great ‘Christian 
writer and- educator that have appeared recently in 
The Sunday School Times from the pen of Miss 
Elizabeth M. Clark. A nephew of Dr. Murray, visit- 
ing him, “drew from his pocket a tiny volume and 
remarked how convenient it was to carry about and 
read at odd moments,—on the cart, in the train, at 
the railway station, anywhere and everywhere. The 
idea struck Dr. Muffray as an excellent one and, allow- 
ing no paralyzing interval to elapse between conception 
and execution, he began at once to compose the first 
of a series of booklets for the vest pocket.” In the 
next five years he had written and published twelve 
of these pocket manuals, which have been such a 
blessing to the people of God. But suppose the “para- 
lyzing interval” had been allowed to elapse? Possibly 
none of those twelve little books would ever have 
been written. Death might have reached Dr. Murray 
before he reached them. “No paralyzing interval” 


would be a good motto for our walls, our desks, our 
hearts. Not only of salvation, but also of service, we 
hear God saying, “Behold, now is the ‘accepted time.” 


a 
Why We Need Not Fear Death 


Is it foolish for mankind, in general, to fear 
death? Many are telling us that it is. A popular 
refrain is voiced reassuringly, “There is no death.” 
Spiritists are proclaiming that death, for all, is but 
the doorway into another better, richer phase of life. An 
incident was submitted for The Sunday School Times’ 
Easter Illustration Round-Table about a house that 
was supposed to have a haunted room. “One day 
the father determined to put a stop to the super- 
Stition, so he said he would sleep in that room, He 
did so, and the next. morning he came down smiling. 
‘There, he said, ‘I told you so. There is nothing 
to be afraid of there.’ Is not this exactly what Christ 
did for us?” The illustration was not accepted, for 
nothing could be farther from the truth. It was 
no imaginary fear or engiay that Christ faced, fought, 
and conquered for us, when he went down into :death, 
It was no imaginary penalty that God promised Adam 
when he said: “In‘the day that thou éatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die.” The wages of sin is not an 
imaginary thing: it is terribly real; and “the wages 
of sin is death.” Death is never a friend, always 
an enemy. The Holy Spirit does not trifle with men, 
nor does he make any concession to men’s “supersti- 
tion,” when he says: “The last enemy that shall ‘be 
destroyed is death.” This whole world is a “haunted 
room,” haunted by the most real and the most awful 
enemies man could have: sin, Satan, anl death, The 
Son of God took mankind’s real sins upon himself, 
became identified with sin, as our Substitute bore the 
real penalty of our sins, and of his own free will 
chose to submit to the real enemy death. It was a 
tragic experience. He went to the cross “that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power ‘of 
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through 
°fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage” (Heb. 2:14, 15). That is why we who 
believe in Christ as our Saviour do not fear death. 
Our fearlessness is not. because death is imaginary, 
but because we have a real Saviour who really con- 
quered this real enemy. 4 


Does Prophet Oppose Priest? 


HERE is a school of Old Testament criticism 

that. asserts that the high. ethical teachings of 

the great prophets of Israel mark them as the 
exponents of a religion of ethics that contrasts with, 
and advances upon, the religion of sacrifice associated 
with the priest and the altar. The prophet, it is in- 
sisted, was not merely a reformer of abuses and errors 
that sheltered under the established priesthood and 
the altar ritual, but was.an out and out opponent of 
tne priests and the sacrificial religion. According to 
this view the prophets were not trying to purge the 
old-faith, but actually to bring in a new and different 
religion, from which .all notion of propitiation would 
be absent. 

No.thoughtful evangelical Christian can take kindly 
to this theory. He finds it inconsistent with the plain 
statement and marvelous harmony of all Scripture in 
proclaiming that “without shedding of blood there is 
no remission of sins.” -Knowing how prone is the natu- 
ral heart to rebel at the offence ‘of the cross, he can- 
not but suspect that this theory is simply a phase of 
the age-long opposition to the doctrine of atonement 
by substitutionary sacrifice. 

That there frequently was a lively opposition be- 
tween prophet and priest there can “be no doubt. 
Wherever the priest was corrupt the prophet would 
clash with him. But was their opposition fundamental ? 
Was a corrupt priest a true representative of the 
religion of Jehovah? From the beginning, ethical 
considerations had occupied as high a place in the 
revelation given by God to the nation as did sacrificial 
ritual. Of this fact the prophets: had to remind Is- 


rael, for she; like all other peoples down to the present, 
was all toc: prone to let mere ritualistic observatice 
replace vital godliness. But it does not follow that- 
the sacrificial system was unethical, or that the mes- 
sage of the prophet was in fundamental opposition 
with the message of the priest. This appears from 
the following considerations. 

First, any distinction between the ethical and the 
sacrificial in the religion of Israel is itself mislead- 
ing. Rightly understood, the sacrificial system ‘of 
Israel was ethically sound. This is not apparent: if 
we consider that system either by itself or in its super- 
ficial resemblances to heathen propitiatory rites. -It 
cannot thus be understood. y as we see the rela- 
tion between the-altar system of Israel aid the entire 
revelation of God’s Word on the subject of. atonement 
and remission of sins can we grasp the ethical sound- 
ness of the Levitical sacrifices. That relationship: is 
one of type and antitype. The streaming altars ‘of 
Israel were the type; the cross of Calvary was the 
antitype. Unrelated to the atonément of Christ the 
sacrificial ceremonial of Israel might be thought ethi- 
cally indefensible, but as an anticipation of that atone- 
ment it shares in and is justified by the essential 
moral soundness of that offering by which Christ 
“hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 
Scripture itself, in admitting that “the blood of bulls 
and of goats can never take away sin,” concedes the 
indefensibility of Hebrew altar rites if they are un- 
related to the great atonement of the new covenant; 
but while the Epistle to the Hebrews is in the canon 
it can never~be..said: that the many offerings of the 
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old and the one offering of the new covenant are 
without relation. Nor, while the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans is received, can it be argued that atonement as 
taught in the New Testament lacks an ethical basis. 
For it was essentially an ethical necessity that made 
Calvary imperative in a righteous God whose love 
constrained him to mercy. It was that the moral in- 
tegrity of God might not be impugned or compromised, 
that he might remain just while justifying the ungodly, 
that he set forth his Son to be a propitiation for sin 
(Rom. 3: 23-26). It is as anticipatively sharing in 
that moral justification of and necessity for atone- 
ment that the ancient Levitical sacrifices find their 
essentially ethical basis. 

The theory of the critics is grounded upon the many 
passages in the prophets that indignantly denounce a 
formal adherence to the ceremonial observances when 
the heart is far from God. Passages abound in which 
the duties of upright dealing with one’s neighbor and 
of sincerity toward God are set forth as pure religion 
and undefiled, in contrast with the hollow mockery of 
the offerings of the unrighteous but superstitious man 
who thought thereby to bribe the Deity, or of the in- 
sincere man who sought the appearance of respect- 
ability in formal religion. In the heat of the conflict 
against such error and hypocrisy the prophets used 
the method of teaching by antithesis. Only by setting 
the requirements of ethics against the requirements of 
ritual in the strongest contrast could the dull hearts 
of the people be aroused. Consequently the message 
of Jehovah through the prophet became, “I desired 
mercy, and not sacrifice.” In such pronouncements 
the antithesis between altar religion and ethical re- 
ligion is used to lend support to the theory of the 
fundamental opposition of prophet to priest. 

But is such an inference fair? Were there two 
essentially different religions in Israel? Let us look 
at the significant witness of two Old Testament char- 
acters who possessed no illusions as to the value of 
a purely formal observance of the altar ritual, but 
each of whom, in a deep spiritual crisis discerned, at 
least faintly, the true significance of sacrifice for sin. 

The first is Isaiah, a prophet some of whose writ- 
ings give color to the critical hypothesis under consid- 
eration. Here are some of his denunciations of formal 
altar worship: 


To’ what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices 
unto me? saith the Lord; ... I delight not in the blood 
of bullocks, or of lambs. . . . Who hath required this 
at your hands ...? Bring no more vain oblations. ... 

Put away the evil of your doings .. .’cease to do evil; 
learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead for the widow (Isa. 1: 11-17). 


A stronger contrast between the requirements of for- 
mal religion ang ethical behavior could scarcely be 
secured than this. Is it safe, then, to conclude that 
Isaiah is striving for the abolition of the altar sac- 
rifices and the institution of a religion in which moral 
conduct should be not simply an indispensable condi- 
tion but the single essential of a true religion? 

In chapter six we read of a vision of the throve 
of Jehovah that was granted to Isaiah. The sight of 
the glory of the Lord produced within him a deep 
sense of sin that found expression in the words, “Woe 
is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of un- 
clean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lorp of hosts.” The narrative proceeds to relate the 
cleansing of the sinful man. ‘Then flew’ — for such 
is the immediacy of God’s response to the penitent — 
“one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal 
in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from 
off the altar” — hence the altars of Israel were seen to 
be symbolic of a heavenly reality-—‘“and he laid it 
upon my mouth, and said,. Lo, this hath touched thy 
lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin 
purged.” Certainly Isaiah, whatever he might say 
against “vain oblations,” knew there was an oblation 
that was not “vain.” He must find some place in his 
theology for this altar from which he himself had 
been cleansed. It is inconceivable that a man who 
had himself entered so deeply into the significance of 
the altar to the guilt-conscious soul could go forth 
to advocate the abolition of the offerings as an un- 
desirable and unethical appendage to religion. That 
his own spiritual perception of some deep relation- 
ship between sacrifice and remission would make him 
impatient of all abuse of the altar ritual is only too 
evident. To see what was designed as a medium of 
God’s pardon to the penitent distorted into a shelter 
for the practice of wrong by the evil doer would 
stir the greater indignation in him because of his own 
experience of the real value of the altar. But that 
a man to whose spiritual life the ministry of the altar 
had come to mean so much should seek the overthrow 
of the institution is wholly incredible. 

Furthermore, is there found’ in the writings of any 
Old Testament prophet such a picture of substitution- 
ary and blood atonement as is given in the immortal 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah? The critics may deny 
that this was written, by the stern spokesman of 
the earlier chapters, or even that it has any relation 
to the animal sacrifices of the Pentateuch, but the 
believing child of God knows that every Old Testa- 
ment sacrifice of a lamb pointed to the Gne who “was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
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our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him; and with his stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5). 

David, though not a prophet in the common sense 
of the term, nor one whose writings are used to sup- 
port this theory, was nevertheless a man who had as 
keen a perception as any of the prophets of the futil- 
ity of sacrificial ritual apart from a sincere heart in 
the offerer and some underlying reality in the cere- 
monial beneath what appeared on the surface. In his 
great penitential Psalm we are presented with a very 
striking fact. On the one hand there is the recognition 
that the mere presentation of animal sacrifice could 
not in itself take away sin. Indeed, he feels that the 
best he can offer and all he can offer to God is a 
broken spirit, a contrite heart. “Thou desirest not 
sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in 
burnt-offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise.’ Here seems to be a deliberate re- 
jection of the accustomed offerings as wholly inade- 
quate in this case. But on the other hand, as Dr. 
Rotherham has pointed out, in this very Psalm when 
the royal penitent supplicates for cleansing of heart 
it is the language of the altar that he uses.. “Purge 
me with hyssop and I shall be clean.” Implied in that 
word ‘“hyssop” is all the ritual of the altar. A recol- 
lection of the Passover brings to mind that hyssop 
suggested the idea of sacrifice personally applied, This 
commor® weed was in constant use in connection with 
the ceremonial sprinklings and the blood shedding of 
the altar ritual, and, as Dr. Rotherham wrofe: “It 
is surely remarkable, that in this very psalm in which 
the penitent declares the inapplicability of animal sac- 
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rifices to his case, he should nevertheless employ terms 
so intimately bound up with the sacrificial system,” 
Surely in this moment of spiritual illumination David 





saw in the outward cleansing of. the Levitical ritual | « 
the sign of a better purification, so that he anticipated «» »»' « ‘ 
in : me measure, however dimly, what later ages were ™ 
to'see fully revealed, even the truth that ; 4 rs 
Not all the blood of beasts » & 
On Jewish altars slain ed 


Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain: 

But Christ the heavenly Lamb 
Takes all our sins away, 

A sacrifice of nobler name 


And richer blood than they. 


It is because the critical theory that has been con- 
sidered has latent in it a repudiation of the New Tes- 
tament teaching on the atonement that it is no mere 
academic interest that it stirs. It goes to the heart of 
Christian theology and experience. The critical mind 
alone is not a safe guide. A Spirit-taught heart .is 
requisite. That is why we may learn far more as to 
the truth of the matter by pondering such experiences 
as that of Isaiah and of David. What the Holy Spirit 
revealed to them through heart-searching experience 
is of far more significance than what any.clever mind 
€an suggest. 

Does Prophet oppose Priest? It is in Christ that 
the ultimate answer is found. For he is both Prophet 
and Priest. As Prophet he has convicted us of our 


sin; as Priest, aye and Victim too, he secures and 
ministers pardon and peace. In him, Priest and Prophet 
are one: to his Name be the glory. Amen. 





What Is It to Fear God? 


I would like you to explain the meaning of the 
word fear, mentioned in the Bible so many times, as 
in Deuteronomy 4:10; 10: 12; Genesis 22: 12; Luke 
12:5; and in many other passages. A lady said to 
me recently that® she did not want anything to do 
with such a terrible God, one you had to fear con- 
stantly. Is the fear of God we are supposed to have 
the same that a child has of his earthly father ?—A 
Washington reader. 


When Abraham was about to slay his only son 
Isaac, in obedience to God’s command to offer Isaac 
up as a burnt offering, God said to Abraham: “Lay 
not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing 
unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, 
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only 
son from me.” God’s love for Abraham and Isaac 
recognized Abraham’s fear of God, approved it, and 
blessed him for it. 

God said to Moses, concerning the chosen people 
Israel, “I will make-them hear my words, that they 
may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live 
upon the earth, and that they may teach their chil- 
dren.” Again: “And now, Israel, what doth the Lord 
thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve 
pe a thy God with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul ?” 

These are some of the passages quoted by the Wash- 
ington reader. In the New Testament passage the 
Lord Jesus tells his disciples: “Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do. But J will forewarn you whom ye shall 
fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power 
to cast into hell; vea, I say unto you, Fear him.” 

There is a strengthening fear, and there is a weak- 
ening fear. It is the first kind of fear that God wants 
us to have for him. The Psalmist says, “The fear of 
the Lord is clean, enduring for ever” (Psa. 19:9). 
This could not be said of any weakening, devastating 
fear. The reason for this clean, enduring fear of 
the Lord is given in the second half of the same verse 
by the Psalmist, “The judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether.” That is the sort of God we 
are privileged to fear: one whose judgments are al- 
ways true and always wholly righteous. This right 
fear of the Lord has been defined as “reverential 
trust, with hatred of evil.” It goes as far beyond even 
the best type of fear that a child may have for his 
earthly father, as God the heavenly Father is beyond 
any earthly parent. No child can or ought to fear his 
earthly father as God wants us to fear Him. 

There are different aspects to man’s proper fear of 
God. Many a lost sinner has learned of the right- 
eous judgments of God, and of the certainty of the 
second death in the lake of fire for those who do not 
accept the way of escape God offers all through Christ 
his Son, and by this awful fear of the eternal conse- 
quences of their sin men have turned to God with a 
cry for mercy, and have been saved. It is a common 
remark that men are never frightened into the king- 
dom of God, — it is 2lso a common lie. Satan wants 
people to think it. But countless numbers of men have 
been frightened into the kingdom of God. The Lord 
Jesus appealed to fear.as a healthy motive for accept- 





ing salvation, when he counselled that we fear Him 
who has power to cast into hell,—this refers, of 
course, to God, not to Satan. 

But when one has received Christ as Saviour, and 
has begun to experience the unsearchable riches of 
the love of God, then the terrifying fear is gone and 
the reverential fear takes its place, as the precious 
relationship begins for eternity. et. the more we 
come to know of the person and character of God, 
the- more we realize his unapproachable deity; and 
our loving fear of him is intensified, deepened, not 
lessened. We realize as never before our utter, help- 
less dependence upon him; and at the same time our 
assured safety because of him. 

It is a striking expression that Jacob used in talking 
with Laban, when he said: “Except the God of my 
father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had 
been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now 
empty” (Gen. 31:42). Here God himself is called 
“fear,” — “the fear of Isaac,” who knew and loved 
God. Unsaved persons, of course, cannot understand 
this spiritual truth. The children of God understand, 
and rejoice. “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath 
been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, 
and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For'‘of 
him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to 
whom be glory for ever. Amen” (Rom. 11: 33-36). 


=x 
Not the Same Miss Pankhurst 


Several letters have come from readers of The 
Sunday School Times inquiring about a sensational 
news item that appeared last month in the newspapers 
about Miss Sylvia Pankhurst. The Press Publishing 
Company (New York World) cabled from London the 
statement that, “Believing marriage should not be a 
legally binding contract, Miss Sylvia Pankhurst, mili- 
tant suffragist leader of pre-war days, has given birth 
to a child without entering into that contract. In an 
interview with the correspondent she has explained 
her theories.” Among the letters received is the 
following : 


Some time ago you published a series of articles 
by Miss Pankhurst. I read them and enjoyed them 
very much. Now comes along the story the news-. 
= are publishing, of which I enclose a clipping. 

ill you please give your readers through your 

columns the truth about it?—-A Kansas business man: 

The Miss Pankhurst whose unmiarried motherhood 
the newspapers have reported is not, of course, the 
Christian woman whose articles have been published 
in The Sunday School Times, and whose books have 
brought such a blessing to many. This Christian 
writer’s name is not Sylvia, but Christabel. Her books 
on the subject of the Lord’s.return have been widely 
circulated and have brought many, who might not 
otherwise have known of it, face to face with “that 
blessed hope.” Miss Christabel Pankhurst is a true 
evangelist, giving her testimony fearlessly and Scrip- 
turally, and seeking to win the unsaved to Christ in 
the short time that is left before his appearing. ~ 
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The Communists Mobilizing Asia Against Christ 


Some ancient lights illuminating the storm 








By Charles H. Coates 
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WO and a half millenniums ago an Israelitish 

I prophet, prostrated in spirit amid the ruin and 
Lat of his nation, wrote a vivid oracle describ- 

ing some desperate experience that would befall his 
people at the close of a dispensation then unborn— 
an oracle which promised them revival and repatria- 
tion, to be followed at an ordained time with fresh 
and overwhelming attack by a mysterious enemy whom 
God himself would confront and subdue. Ezekiel’s 
closing chapters contain a marvelously sustained and 
progressive picture of Israel’s future, piercing the 
mists of the intervening centuries, and painting the 
startling sequels of God’s purpose perhaps more plainly 
than any other prophecy in that galaxy of oracles and 
post-dated visions which fill the later books of, the 
Old Testament. These visions, by Israel’s corps of 
prophetic seers, were all born in that deep travail 
of spirit, that national and personal eclipse, which 
divine Providence seemed to design a8 the fittest me- 
dium to receive and throw into relief the enrapturing 
film of final triumph— purposing to enwomb in this 
nadir of hope the most surpassing and unlooked-for 


’ births of divine vindication and world-redemption, to 


be born in due time, ages later, for the confusion of 
the skeptic in that midnight of faith when predicted 
voices of unbelief would cry in chorus: “The time 
is prolonged, and every vision faileth” — our own day! 


The Combatants at Armageddon 

In Ezekiel 38 and 39 we see portrayed, with strik- 
ing details of time, place, and circumstance, the ad- 
vance against Jehovah’s Land, in the last days, of a 
power apostrophized as Gog, of the land of Magog, 
prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. The persistent 
testimony of ancient and modern writers, in Russia 
and out of it, associates all these names with the 
Russian people, and the vision is post-dated, as to its 
fulfillment, by several unmistakable intimations of dis- 
pensational time. Isaiah’s visions of the same future, 
though intensely vivid and penetrating, are but isolated 
flashes on the screen, meteoric alike in their sudden 
grandeur, and swift dissolution into unconnected con- 
texts. Ezekiel’s visions resemble rather a progressive 
film in which the prophesied events move in ordered 
sequence; and this vision of Gog’s invasion, in his 
two chapters here under notice, stands at its appointed 
place in the procession of events. Just before, in 
chapters 35 to 37, he has presented the defeat and deso- 
lation of an antitypical Edom, the re-illumination of 
Israel in the latter days, and the bringing together, 
by some great convulsion, of her scattered tribes to 
and in the Land, the ancient patrimony of Abraham, 
though at first this assembling would be only a rep- 
resentative one, as we now see them in post-war Pal- 
estine, “one of a city, and two of a family” (Jer. 3: 
14). Then follows the overwhelming advance of Is- 
rael’s last enemy (Ezek. 38, 39), and immediately 
afterward, in chapter 40, that beauteous Temple sud- 
denly appears, which ‘is to be superimposed upon a 
war-wrecked and earthquake-shaken Jerusalem as the 
millennial metropolis, into which the Nation’s return- 
ing Lord makes his apocalyptic entry after God’s de- 
feat (chap. 43). 

The time of Gog’s invasion is also established by 
the prophet’s intimation of the attendant circumstances. 
It would be “in the latter years.” The prime object 
of the invader’s malice would be a land just “brought 
back from the sword ... the mountains of Israel, 
which have been always waste” (Ezek. 38:8), her 
inhabitants rescued out of many nations. The circum- 
stances of the land would be those of unfortified se- 
curity, a “land of unwalled villages .. . at rest, ... 
and having neither bars nor gates” (Ezek. 38:11); a 
land occupying the “navel of the earth” (R. V., margin) 
—that fruitful territorial womb from which the na- 
tions and the dispensational purposes of God in all 
ages have sprung—the Near East of the End Time. 

The aggressor, again, would come from “the utter- 
most parts of the north” (R. V.). A glance at the 
map will show. that the northern halves of Europe 
and Asja are Russian territory. The word “utter- 
most” must include the remotest reaches of that ter- 
ritory as the sphere of this final mobilization, and in 
this connection let it be remembered that Russia’s 
Asian frontier marches with China’s for three thou- 
sand miles. Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal signify re-- 
spectively Russia, Moscow, the ancient and now again 
the modern Euro capital, and Tobolsk, the ancient 
capital of Asiatic Russia. Ghogh and Moghef (Gog 
and Magog) are names still applied to the’ heights of 
the Caucasus. “Gog is the ideal head of Magog, the 
land and people” (Fausset). 

But how shall we identify the prince of Rosh (Ezek. 
38:2) in a land of commissars? M. Poincaré, view- 
ing their-iron tyranny at home, and aggressive spirit 





Gog, of the land of Magog, Prince of Rosh, 
Meshech, and Tubal, has been a puzzling figure 
to. many. Mr. Coates, in company with other 
writers on Scripture, associates these names with. 
Russia. He explains why he does so, and what.a 
deep significance they have today, in this first of 
a remarkable series_of three articles on Commu: 
nism. The others will take up 


A War Front Across Two Continents 
The Atheist Jew and the Christian Marshal 








abroad, referred to them recently as “the imperial 
Bolsheviks.” The unhappy Russian people know the 
weight of this Rehoboam-like imperiakism, whose lit- 
tle finger is thicker than the Tzar’s loins. The pred- 
ication “prince,’’ fastened upon this power by divine 
inerrancy, pierces the thin camouflage .of communistic 
“equality,” and exposes the truculent despotism of 
Stalin and the cheka. The Bolshevik Revolution was, 
however, foreseen by Ezekiel’s near contemporary, 
Zechariah, who, in summoning the people of Zion to 
“flee from the fand of the north” (Zech. 2:6) at the 
Time of the End, represents Jehcvah as saying of 
that land at that time: “Behold, I will shake mine 
hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to their 
servants” (v. 9). 

Yet, by comparison with other Scriptures, which 
abound with references to this coming advance, we 
know that a far wider arena even than Russia and 
the Near East is involved, It is repeatedly averred 
by the prophets that the struggle will involve the mili- 
tary power gf the whole world. In Joel 3:2, God 
himself announces the universality of this great divine 
audit: “I will also gather all nations, and will bring 
them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat [Megiddo, 
cf.~ Armageddon], and will plead with them there 
for my people ... Israel.” Two other great ethnic 
hosts are specifically named as marching to the same 
magnetic sphere at the End Time —the Ten Kings of 
Latin Europe (Rev. 17:12), the sphere of both Im- 
perial and Papal Rome, south of the Danube and west 
of the Rhine; and the power of Islam (Dan. 8:25) 
which also shall there be “broken without hand.” 
The impingement of the Russian bear upon the con- 
fines of the Fascist lake, the Mediterranean, will in- 
volve the one. The threat to the sway of the Crescent 
in.the meeting-place of three continents may well in- 
volve the other. These three hosts, whatever the 
causes of their embroilment, will doubtless each pur- 
sue its Own war-aim, and will struggle. with each 
other (Ezek. 38:21), but as the war-aims will rep- 
resent interests which will be at cross-purposes with 
God in the establishment of his visible Kingdom on 
earth, the Scripture everywhere views them as march- 
ing against God. 


What Are the Three Unclean Spirits? 


Although therefore the final strategic vortex of 
this epic struggle will be at Armageddon (a geo- 
graphical location), yet much more extensive terri- 
tories are shown by the prophecies as involved in the 
total embroilment. Preliminary illustration of this ap- 
peared in the Great War, in which God’s objective 
throughout —the restoration of his people to their 
ancient charge over the full patrimony of Abraham 
(Nile to Euphrates, Gen. 15:18) —this objective, as 
distinguished from the war-aims of the nations, was 
reached in an incipient struggle on the very piain 
usually accepted as the geographical location of the 
stili future and real Armageddon; and in less than a 
fortnight afterward, a war involving five continents 
ceased on all fronts. God’s objective in the Great 
War was represented in the apocalyptic seer’s vision 
of the Sixth Vial as a “drying up of Euphrates” (Rev. 
16: 12) —the representation of a national or religious 
community by the name of its chief river being an apt 
and Scriptural method of symbolization (cf. Isa. 8:7; 
Rev. 17:15). This one represents the Turkish Em- 
pire, the titular holder of Euphrates, as being rolled 
up, that the regnant path of the redeemed, in Pales- 
tine and Jerusalem, might be prepared. 

The .ensuing truce during which this period of 
Kingdom preparation would function—a truce that 
would close one war, and precede the great final war 
of the prophecies, the advance of God—is shown by 
the same vision to be characterized by counter-prep- 
aration on the part of the Dragon, the Beast, and the 
False Prophet: Revelation 16:13. We cannot here 
stay to show at length the reasons why these symbols 


carry significations that alter somewhat in form as. 


the Dispensation rolls on to its great final drama, and 


-which. show that the Dragon (Satan) (Rev. 12:9) 


clothes himself with whatever anti-divine world powers 








he may bring into ascendency at any time (Luke 4:6; 
cf. Rev. 12:3; 13:1). Suffice it to say that, in the 
writer’s view, the three anti-divine powers mentioned 
in Revelation 16:13 represent respectively Commu- 
nism, the present, main, militant commitment otf the 
Dragon, concentrated in Russia; Romanism, the Papal 
power, symbolized as the Beast, and looking to Fas- 


. cism for political support; and Modernism, the false 


prophet of the modern era; Of these, the last-named 
has become the obedient ally of Russian Communism; 
and the parallel activities af these two (Communism 
and Modernism) on ‘the home-fronts of America and 
Great Britain, in press, pulpit, and seminary, and even 
more markedly in the great mission fields of China 
and India, occupy perhaps more than anything else 
the attentive interests of informed observers. 

The three unclean spirits seen by the apostle John 
as going .forth in our day from these three powers, 
to summon the whole world to final war-against God 
(Rev. 16:14), are. portrayed under most significant 
symbols. The world-wide propaganda of Moscow, 
breathing the poison of atheistic communism in every 
country on earth, could not be more aptly set forth 
than by the croaking of frogs appearing in this verse. 
Frogs move swiftly in water; water is a figure of 
peoples and tongues (Rev. 17:15); and the croak of 
the Communist emissaries of Moscow is everywhere 
heard among the nations. The very spirit of Arma- 
geddon—the march against God —is in it, for Mos- 
cow has declared, in her significant cartoon of the 
emancipated --vorkman, having crushed the earthly 
thrones, attempting the infatuated climb into Heaven 
with ladder and hammer to demolish the throne of 
God, that this is her spirit. Frogs also leap and jump 
on land, appearing quietly and ubiquitously in unex- 
pected places —the very figure of the Red propagan- 
dist, pursuing the objectives of his antisocial creed in 
the most distant and. unlooked-for places. The period 
in which these things would be done is pla¢ed imme- 
diately prior to our Lord’s appearing —an event syn- 
chronous with Armageddon... 


Communist Conception of World Revolution 


But, it will be said, the object of the frog-like emis- 
Saries is not stated to be the propagation of any politi- 
cal cult, but to mobilize the nations against God (Rev. 
16:14). True; but attention to the terms in the verse, 
and to the living, moving fulfillment recorded in the 
daily press, will show how faithfully correct the 
prophetic symbolism is. The “miracles” attributed 
to the emissaries in the Authorized Vergion rendering 
of this verse, become, in the Revised sion render- 
ing, “signs” only. Correctly so, for the word is 
semeion, also used for Paul’s caligraphic sign or token 
‘in 2 Thessalonians 3:17, and for the sign of the 
traitor, the kiss of Judas, in Matthew 26: 48, both un- 
miraculous, and both given as identifying tokens. The 
well-known slogans of Muscovite Communism are 
just such signs or tokens, addressed to the objective of 
world-revolution, and identifying the emis-aries as to 
their origin wherever they are heard. And world- 
revolution, in Communist conceptions, does not mean 
merely domestic revolution aimed by the proletariat 
of particular states against their own governments. 
It rather views the whole world as a, single community 
of states or races, in which one particular race, the 
Anglo-Saxon (whether in America or Britain) has, 
in divine Providence, received a social and cultural 
predominance of a thoroughly uncommunistic char- 
acter. That race, in its British branch, holds the Near 
Eastern Mandate, in the region where God’s next pur- 
poses for his coming kingdom are preparing, and 
where Russia has announced her intention of cutting 


. the vertebral column of British Empire at the Suez 


Canal. Hence the onslaught of Moscow’s cultural 
slogans on the home-fronts: of every country that 
might be cajoled, bullied, or suborned into assisting 
her effort against Anglo-Saxon, and especially British, 
interests and ideals throughout the world. 

Rome, too, through Fascismo, covets the territory 
associated with the Holy Places, and is giving press 
support to the suggestion that Romish control there 
is the true solution of the Near Eastern problem; 
while Modernism, working through British and Amer- 
ican theologians, and through Islamic, Hindu, and 
Confucianist nationalism in the world’s greatest mis- 
sion fields, is throwing its whole weight into an at- 
tempt to secure the Bolshevization of Asia, and the 
launching of Russo-Chinese armies upon Muscovite 
objectives. For this is the effect, if not the declared 
and conscious aim, of the program of maudlin com- 
pliance with the mocking Utopias of radical Commu- 
nism affected by doctrinaire Modernism, by its official 
sponsors. ; 


(To be continued in next week's issue) 
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Experiences at America’s Keswick 


More pages from a delegate’s notebook 





By Ida G. Nichols 








The 1928 summer conferences at America’s Keswick (Keswick Grove, N.,J.) will be held every other week, 
as follows: Student Conference, June 23 to July | ; Victorious Life Conferences, July 7-15; July 21-29; August 4- 


12; August 18-26; Labor Day Week-End Conference, August 31 to September 3. 
making all registrations, please address Victorious Life Testimony, 


of Baltimore spoke on 2 Samuel 23. , 

David, the king, is dying. He has been king 
forty years, and extended the influence of Israel far and 
wide, far beyond anything ever dreamed before. The 
human factors in that success were the group of valiant 
men who had been with him in his difficulties and con- 
quests, and who had been used of God to make pos- 
sible this kingdom. . 

How did this chapter find. its way into the Word 
of God? What has it to do with the revelation of 
God? For the most part it is dry and uninteresting. 
“The Spirit of Jehovah” — part of God’s Word. God 
is never prodigal. Not an “if” or a “but” ever 
wasted. When you come to a difficult passage, re- 
member it is there for some purpose. The Old Tes- 
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tament is God’s picture book, preparing the world for - 


the New Testament. The whole is just one story. 

Abraham and Isaac prefigure the death of Christ; 
the death of Sarah forecasts the death of Israel; the 
servant of Abraham finding a bride for Isaac is the 
Holy Spirit finding a Bride of Christ. Wilderness — 
piercing of the rock’ foreshadows the piercing of His 
side.' Israel comes back to the rock. Moses ordered 
to smite once. Christ was bruised once for all. 

David was the anointed king, but a usurper was on 
the throne. Christ, who is the. rightful King, is not 
seated on his throne — Satan is there in the hearts of 
men. .When the Jews turned and said, “We have no 
king but Cesar,” they were voicing the opinion of 
the whole world; the world today has no king but 
Cesar. 

David had to gather to himself a number of faith- 
ful folks. God is calling out from among the nations 
of the world people for his Name, and is separating 
them from Satan and joining them to Jesus Christ, 
and they are becoming members of the “four hundred.” 
They are not in the Blue Book of New York, but they 
are in the Blue Book of Heaven. 

In companionship with David these men became 
mighty. Not many mighty, not many noble are called. 
We are becoming mighty, in the companionship of 
Christ. 

Christ is going to tell me what I did. 

1. Eleazar. Tired out and could hardly battle, held 
his sword and stood alone and miade the Philistines 
flee. David could never forget it. 


2. Shammah. Defended a field of lentils. The rest 
said, “Only a bean field,” but he knew it was food for 
God’s army, and defended it. David never forgot it. 
Nobody else’ remembered it. 


3. Three mighty men who went and got water. Be- 
cause they loved David. It is not only what we do, but 
why we do it. 


4. Benaiah. Slew a lion in a pit in a snowstorm. The 
Lord also notices when we do things. Sometimes it 
is easier than others to stand for him. But when we 
are tired out and the way is dark and we work for him 
— God takes note of it. 

We®* are surprised at the names not here. How 
about Joab, the leader? Had he not been more useful 
to David than anyone else? But he is not mentioned. 
Joab’s armor-bearer is. Was Joab surprised? There 
are going to be many surprises up there. Matthew 6. 

Mark 12. Jesus beheld all who cast in their gifts. 
He talked about only one —not the smallness but the 
allness of her gift. We are not surprised at the last 
one David mentions: Uriah, whose wife David had 
taken. Read Psalm 51. 

In Mark 9 and 10 we read of our Lord’s entry into 
Jerusalem. He looked about on all things; then he 
went out to Bethany with the twelve. He said noth- 
ing until the next day. This is the day of his silence; 
tomorrow he. will get together his faithful ones and 
tell of their exploits for him in time of snow. 


“Lord, when I am weary with toiling 
And burdensome seem Thy commands; 

If my load should lead to complaining, 
Show me Thy hands. 

Thy nailed-pierced hands, Thy cross-torn hands, 
My Saviour, show me Thy hands, 


Lord, if ever my footsteps should falter 
And I be prepared for retreat, 

If desert or thorn cause regret, 
Lord, show me Thy feet. 

Thy bleeding feet, Thy nail-scarred feet, 
Lerd Jesus, show me Thy feet. 


“©. God, dare I show Thee 
My hands and my feet?” 


For information, and in 
ooms 80-83, 1 1 14 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The first Sunday afternoon we had an opportunity 
to inspect Keswick. There are only three buildings: 
Victory Hall, used entirely for dormitory purposes; 
William Raws Memorial, used for both dormitory and 
dining room; and the. Auditorium. The latter is a 
low white structure, plain pine finish inside; the plat- 
form is banked with .evergreen boughs, and in the 
center is a motto, “To me to live is Christ.” Around 
the sides of the room are small evergreen trees. The 
sides of the building can be thrown open in warm 
weath :r, the glass in the doors giving plenty of light. 
From the Auditorium can be seen the lake and the 
woods beyond. During the Vesper services one could 
look out and see the sunset over the water, with three 
or four beautiful pines outlined against the rose sky. 
I imagined Galilee must have looked like that. 

From the veranda of Raws Memorial one can see 
a very picturesque lake, with a bridge and summer 
house; in the immediate foreground is another sum- 
mer house covered with ramblers, and surrounded 
with a piece of velvety lawn; beyond this is a beautiful 
group of tapering pines, and just beyond the pines an- 
other bridge, leading to one of those lovely rambles. 
This ramble takes one past some of the Colony’s 
houses, the little Chapel, and to the Hidden Lake. J— 
and I took this ramble Sunday afternoon, but we did 
not go in search of the Hidden Lake—hoping we 
could take that some other day; we did go past a 
quaint old mill with the old-fashioned water wheel. 
Before we had realized it, we had skirted the lake. 

\ We rested —really rested — until supper time. After 
supper came Vespers. This first vesper service was 
the “Expectation”. meeting of the week, when the 
members of the conference gave public expression of 
what they expected to receive during the week. 
frankly said I was seeking the courage to go back to 
the everyday tasks that seemed so commonplace com- 
pared with the vision of service I had received. And 
I was very Honest when I said this, although before 
the week was out I realized that it wasn’t so much 
courage I needed as new light on those commonplace 
tasks. Mr. Raws spoke that night, very briefly, tell- 
ing of some of the ways God had answered just such 
prayers in previous conferences at Keswick. When we 
came out of the service J— said, “I believe that man 
is real [her test of a true Christian]. I have a notion 
to ask for an interview with him and lay F—’s prob- 
lem before him.” F— is her youngest brother, who 
is very unhappy and having a hard soul-struggle. I 
was rejoiced that she felt there was ‘one to whom 
she could confide her problems, and strongly advised 
that she follow through. She made the appointment 
for right after lunch the next day. 

The evening message that first Sunday was given 
by Mr. Legters. He took the story of the Prodigal 
Son. Mr. Legters has been a missionary to the In- 
dians and is accustomed to making things very plain, 
by rather homely illustrations; but we found the psy- 
chology of the highly civilized, supposedly highly in- 
telligent one hundred percent (?) American was not 
very different from the primitive Indian — for we all 
agreed that we understood things as we never had 
before. 

When did this boy become prodigal? The minute 
he asked for his share. The younger son had more 
sense than the elder, for at feast he used his share. 

Two facts in our Christian life we must realize: 

1. Christ is in you. Jesus is the victorious Life. 

2. God gives the Holy Spirit to every child of God. 

Two facts about the Holy Spirit: 

1. He is a Person—never say, “It.” 

2. He is a Holy Spirit. 

The reason for many of our failures is that we do 
not realize that the Holy Spirit is within us. 

The work of the Lord Jesus: 


1. To save people from their sins (by his death). 
Matthew 1:21. - 


2. To keep us (by his life).. Roman 5: 10. 

The work of the Holy Spirit: 

1. To glorify Jesus. John 16: 13, 14. 

_ 2. To enable us to say Jesus is the Lord. 1 Corinth- 
jans 12: 3. 

Reasons for our failure: 

1. You don’t believe he saves you. He can save 
So-and-so from being a drunkard, but. he can’t save 
me from my temper. 

2. We grieve the Holy Spirit. 
know love can know grief. 


\ 


Only those who 
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3. We quench the Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5: 109. 
Quench fire. Fire gives light and heat. 

What to do: 

1. Lay aside every weight. Hebrews 12: 1. 

2. Confess our sin. 1 John 1:9. When we say 
about our sin what God says about our sin, he will 
forgive and cleanse. 

How clean do you want to be? 

Mr. Legters gave several other messages during 
pe week, and I will insert here excerpts from his 
talks. 

Romans 6:14. Sin shall no more have dominion 
over you. Sin is an awful ruler —the only solution 
is our death to it. 

Death — means separation. 

Life — means union. 

Two things happened when Christ hung on the cross. 

1. He became sin for us. (That’s why God turned 
his back —on sin.) 

2. He united us to God. 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ro- 
mans 8:2; 1 Corinthians 6: 109. 

The Christian life is not many choices, but one great 
choice. 

2 Corinthians 7:1. Cleanse yourself. How? 
fess, not cover up. . 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 
we 


Letters from a Farm Mother 
to Her Son at College 
XXVIII. Dormitory Restrictions 

Skylight Farm. 


Con- 


Dear Boy o’ MINE: 


So you think you would like to room at “the house” 
next year? Well, there will be ample time to decide 
that matter before fall. I think I shall not vote on 
the question and I haven’t asked Dad his opinion. 
Your habits of study ought to be pretty well fixed 
by this time; and, for. that matter, there doesn’t seem 
to be much supervision of the boys at the “dorm.” I 
am glad, anyway, that you will have had two years 
there, chiefly because of the greater democracy that 
naturally prevails. The more I learn of the clannish 
tendencies of fraternity life in certain of the larger 
universities, the more I am compelled to look upon it 
as a caste system entirely out of keeping with Amer- 
ican ideals. If such conditions ever come to prevail 
at D——, I shall welcome the abolition of fraternities, 
no matter how much of an upheaval it would occasion. 
If you don’t want to see that thing happen, use your 
influence to the limit to maintain the happy spirit of 
democracy that seems to prevail thus far. 

Speaking of dormitory restrictions, or rather of the 
absence of them in the boys’ quarters, calls to mind 
something the mother of one of the girls at C—— 
Hall said to me not long ago. She had no complaint 
against the strict supervision to which the girls are 
subjected, few mothers would have; but she said she 
never could understand why boys should be allowed so 
much more liberty. (Glad am I that I’m too far away 
to hear your roar of protest.) It’s a question that 
I’ve pondered for many years, in fact, ever: since the 
time I served for two years as preceptress in’ the 
girls’ dormitory of an Eastern preparatory school. It 
was a strange experience for a girl just out of a mid- 
western college. Restrictions were so much more rigid 
there—and then. It seemed to me I scarcely ever 
went out on the street without a chain-gang in tow. 
It was most trying until the girls and I got acquainted 
and arrived at a mutual feeling of comradeship. When 
I walked behind, it was very like a cross-country run 
in which they set the pace; and when I tried going 
on before like. a true shepherdess, they trailed so far 
behind I almost needed a field glass. Meanwhile the 
occupants of the boys’ hall came and went night and 
day at their own sweet will. Such a funny world! 

Did you observe my silence that day when you and 
Dad were discussing theaquestion of whether it would be 
reasonable for the powers that be to put on the screws 
a little at J—— Hall? I know you didn’t. You were 
making too much noise to notice a little thing like my 
silence. I didn’t join in, because you two were cover- 
ing all the points in the argument without any help 
from me, and also I was having so much fun watch- 
ing Dad emphasize his remarks by the tilt of his. chin. 
You made it plain that a few regulations such as going 
to bed at 11 P. M. wouldn’t trouble you since training 
demands usually make you turn in at 10; but you didn’t 
believe the fellows would stand for it. They would 
all pack up and move out in a body if anyone should 
so trespass on their liberties. And then Dad’s chin 
went up and out, as he said that was no argument 
against it. You see, Boy, you had spoiled your case 
by admitting at the start that a lot of the fellows have 
drifted into the sloppy habit of fooling round till mid- 
night,. then making up for it by taking a nap the next 
afternoon, and getting so behind with their schedule 
that they must sit up late the next night. That’s the 
sort of system—or ‘lack of it—that puts a lot of 
people hopelessly in debt. You admitted, too, that the 
boys at that Catholic school out West where you played 
football were not at all rebellious at the very strict 
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Lesson for June 1¢@ 
Mark 14 : 43 to 15 :.15 


regulations imposed upon them, It seemed a matter 
of habit. ae 

The new management at D—— is éfficient. They 
have instituted a im orderly business régime, If in 
time you should be called upon to adjust yourselves 
to a few dormitory restrictions, I promise -you no one 
will be hurt but the rebels. And I believe you would 
find that you have wronged the fellows by pena 
they would not submit to it, though they might grow 
a little. In spite of all that is said about the lawless- 
ness of modern youth, I still believe that there is 
something fine in the average boy that responds to 
discipline reasonably imposed and sige ar en- 
forced. I have the faith to believe that normal Amer- 
ican youth is still capable of recognizing the_ real 
beauty of law and order. You know Dad and I are 
both strong for regular. hours.- I’ve always secretly 
believed that fact had a lot to do with our never hav- 
ing experienced any serious domestic insurrections. 
Regular hours for eating and sleeping make a fine, 
homely foundation for orderly living. John Ridd’s 
schedule, in “Lorna Doone,” had much to recom- 
mend it: : , 

“Sun-up breakfast; sun-high dinner; -. | 

Sun-down supper; makes a saint of a sinner.” 


Meanwhile, I can’t help feeling that the near-tragedy 
that recently~threatened your friend Art’s foot and 
perhaps his life may have had something providential 
about it. You were so disorganized at the beginning 
of the year that you omitted your regular house-initia- 
tion of the freshmen, and you had let discipline lapse 
so long that some of them had become impossible and 
so precipitated a terrible rumpus. Freshmen are fresh- 
men, of course, and must be shown their place; but 
I agree with the office management that since the tra- 
ditional initiation had been omitted, the rather free- 
for-all row which you fellows staged was ,entirely out 
of order. I was most unhappy when you told me of 
the volcanic undercurrent of rebellion that was brew- 
ing after the authorities intervened, and of how the 
question of submitting hung. in the balance until the 
seemingly slight injury inflicted on Art’s foot by the 
broken paddle suddenly developed blood-poisoning and 
brought you all to your senses. It is quite possible 
God let him suffer in order to avert the threatened 
uprising. ‘It wads so much easier to see the Faculty 
point of view after the storm had blown over. 

Dr. Howard Kelly once said a fine thing about per- 
sonal liberty that +f wish might be brought to the 
notice of all the youth of our country. He was speak- 
ing on the subject of prohibition, but his words are 
capable of a wider application, He said, “Personal 
liberty is a very real and definite principle which flour- 
ishes among sayages in all parts of the world. Pres- 
ent-day so-called law-abiding communities look upon 
society as a unit in which each one of us. is bound up 
in the welfare of the whole, and in which the whole 
suffers when one is in distress; and so we are con- 
strained to place such restrictions upon all individuals 
as experience shows are likely te be conducive to the 
general good. So the old self-centered personal lib- 
erty of savagery, through the enforcement of salutary 
laws gradually merges into the larger liberty of mutual 
forbearance and co-operation in the social body—a 
bigger, -higher, nobler conception leading up to the 
greatest of all achievements, namely, to love God with 
all our heart and our neighbor as ourself.” 

How fine it would be if society could all be gov- 
erned by that law of love which rules in every well 
regulated household. I remember how Big Sister once 
said to me in simple sincerity, “I don’t think I could 
want very much anything that you and Dad didn’t 
want me to have.” I could understand from the way 
my heart warmed at her words how God must rejoice 
when his children voluntarily submit themselves to 
the “perfect law of liberty” which is after all the only 
true Eeeton, 

Your MorHer. 
ye 


An Attendance Thermometer 
By Esther E. Reeks 


At THE beginning of the year, a certain Sunday- 
school decided it should increase its enrollment 
at least one-fifth in the first three months. A com- 
mittee was appointed to devise plans for reaching this 


. goal and as a result of its deliberations a campaign 


was started and a unique device arranged for register- 
ing the credits gained by the different classes. 

This was a strange sort of multiple thermometer, 
consisting of a board three by five feet in size, painted 
white, with the center divided into as many sections 
as there were classes in the school. At the top and 
bottom of each section were slits through which a 
circle of ribbon was run, half of its length being 
white and half red. Just below the lower slit was 
painted a red bulb to represent that at the bottom of 
an ordinary thermometer. Only the white portion of 
each ribbon was visible at first, but by pulling this 
upward, the red could be made to show above the bulb. 
At each end of the board were numbers as on a regu- 
lar thermometer, with lines drawn across the board to 
indicate degrees, and at the top of each ribbon ap- 
peared the initials of the class names. 
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At the beginning of the campaign, this device was 
placed ‘on an easel on the platform, and’it was ex- 
plained that each new scholar would raise the ther- 
mometer of the class to which the person bringing 
him belonged, one degree; also that credit would be 
given to the class whose member brought the scholar, 
rather than the one which he or she entered, unless 
the two were identical. 

To arouse further interest, four two-minute talks 
were given by members of the school. These were on 
the following subjects: “Why a membership cam- 
paign?” by the chairman of the compaign committee; 
“What we boys propose to do,” by one of the older 
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boys; “What we girls propose to do,” by one of the 
older girls; “How I did it,” by a member whe had 
brought in thirteen new scholars the previous year. 
Each Sunday there was great interest in se¢ing 
which class could raise the “mercury” in its thermom- 


eter the highest, as by this novel device the exact 


standing could be seen at a glance. The objective was 
not onl} reached when the allotted time for the close 
came, but exceeded. The winning class was one of 
high school girls, and these were taken as a treat fo 
visit the most up-to-date Sunday-school in a near-by 
city. 

Boutper, Coto. 














Digging Again at Kirjath Sepher 


A night in the police station, and the first days of work 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., ?res#sat,,of, Xenia Theoto 


gical Seminary, and Archeo- 
logical Editor of The Sunday School Times 











April 2. . 

T IS the middle of the night. A half dozen figures, 
] wrspned from head to foot, are slumbering ~ round 

about me, some .on beds, some on reclining chairs, 
some on automobile cushions, and some on the cement 
floor. Fortunately none of them snores. - Seven rifles 
stand on the rack in tke corner, and other military 
accouterments are scattered about. In fact, we are 
lodged in the police station! It is my first experience, 
but we are not prisoners, we are guests. One of 
the officers even offered me his bed, he himself to 
sleep on the floor. I would not consent to that ar- 
rangement, but the hospitality that would make the 
offer can be appreciated anywhere, any time. 

We have retired again into the Patriarchal Age, 
with truly patriarchal conditions, to begin our work. 
I must begin at the beginning of the story to find a 
reason for our “detention in the police: station.” It 
is all linked up with the devastating tediousness of 
getting things a-going in the Orient. It is the land 
of “never mind”; things are done “tomorrow”; some 
of them are sure to be forgotten today. “Three Egyp- 
tians are with us, trained workmen of much experi- 
ence —at other excavations. Two of them had gone 
ahead to camp with the lorry party, one was to go 
with us in the automobile. He went to market, while 
we waited. Hoping to get started at two o'clock, it 
was actually 3.15 when we finally got all together 
and -went swiftly down the Hebron road. 

The weather was fine, the road excellent, and the 
scenery beautiful. How I love this land, and more 
and more year by year. All went deliriously well 
until— bang! The proverbial grain of sand in a shoe 
is as nothing to a half-inch nail in an automobile shoe. 
Forty minutes gone and a camel trail fifteen miles 
of the way yet before us, while the sun was hasten- 
ing to the setting; and two new tires forgotten and 
forty-five miles away. 

The lorry appeared coming back from taking down 
camp equipage; we requested the driver to turn and 
take us to camp. Then there was what the Chinese 
call a “talkee talkee.” The precious time till sunset 
was rapidly passing, until at last the secret came out; 
he offered to take us for two pounds. I knew that 
was what was hidden under his turban, and was only 
surprised that he had not demanded three, or even 
four pounds. We agreed, and he agreed, and then he 
rued his bargain, ‘probably because we had consented 
so readily. So he pretended that he could not find 
where the camel trail turned off the Hebron-Beersheba 
road, although he had come out of it a few minutes 
before, and had driven twice over it within a few 
hours. So we jolted off in that lorry to Dahariyeh 
fifteen miles away. How I sympathize with wounded 
soldier boys who had to ride in those springless 
chariots» The outcome was the spending of the night 
in the police station, : 


Introduction te Staff Members 


. April 3. 

ek aha was for us at 4.30. I had slept rather 

lightly for about seven hours. At the first break 
of day I rose and walked out to find the town already’ 
stirring. I waked up our sleeping company, we loaded 
our car with the camp equipment and again rushed 
down the Hebron-Beersheba road. Our supper had 
been a very light lunch eaten in that bouncing lorry in 
the darkness. Bread without butter, eggs without 
salt, with cheese and oranges for seasoning. Break- 
fast there would be not at all until we reached camp 
thirty miles away, half of the way a camel trail. I 
found the entrance to that trail only a few rods be- 
yond where we broke down last evening- By half 
past seven we came near the camp and got such a 
welcome as only the desert people can give. Never 
imagine you are not seen and known in this land. 
From every direction persons were coming to wel- 
come us, and two men hastened toward us to show us 
a change in the road and pilot us near to the “nether 
spring.” One hundred men and boys had already re- 





ported for work, though we could use but a part ‘of 
them the first day. Workmen were busy building two 
stone houses over which we will stretch Bedouin tent 
cloth of camels’ hair. 

Permit me to introduce the members of the staff. 
As always on these expeditions, the President of Xenia 
Seminary is President of the Staff,.and Dr. W. F- 
Albright, Director of the American School of Oriental 
Research at Jerusalem, is Director of Field Operations. 
A clear-cut division of duties and responsibilities and 
opportunities makes for efficiency as well as for har- 
mony anywhere. There are already present with us 
Dr. Paul Culley of Baltimore, going out soon as a 
medical missionary to the Philippines, and William Gad 
Ghabriel,.a Copt, from Egypt and an Assiut College 
man, whovis our surveyor and draftsman. There are 
yet to arrive, April 9, the Reverend Professor Robert 
N. Montgomery of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 
the Hebrew Department, and Dr. Schmidt of Den- 
mark, who has been conducting excavations at Shiloh. 

We look forward to pleasant fellowship, much hard 
work, and perhaps some more broken nights. Tomor- 
row we begin to dig. 

‘ Road-Making and House-Building 
: April 4. 

| HAD an experience at the beginning of the day, 

in the morning watch before breakfast. The prom- 
ise of God made through the prophet was, “Before 
ye ask, I will answer.”- The car had gone to Jeru- 
salem in the hands of a Palestinian chauffeur trained 
to visit the places of the land in the least possible 
time, with the result of the greatest number of punc- 
tured tires-and small accidents. We were anxious for 
the car to be returned in safety, hereafter to be driven 
by one of our staff. While I prayed for its safe and 
early return, it came dashing up the hill to the camp; 
the  wicevias had started at three o’clock in the morn- 
ing 

The new members of the staff had an illustration 
of Palestinian colloquialisms about sun-up. It was a 
morning of low-hung clouds which often here rest 
on the top of the mountains, most interestingly to be 
noted, upon the top of the mountain upon which our 
Tell is located. So the spies were not clumsy exag- 
gerators, because of their fear, when they said the 
cities were “walled up to heaven’; it was but the 
graphic local way of describing “skyscrapers.” Cer- 


, tainly this city often reached up to the atmospheric 


heavens, 


Two things occupied us this morning, road-making 
and housé-building. Dr. Culley took two workmen 
with him in the car and went down the road about 
six miles through the stony part and gathered out the 
stones which might cause an accident, or at least a 
jolt. This was distinctly an American touch to 
methods here, for no Palestinian would think of doing 
such a thing, though he went around a stone for a 
lifetime. It belongs where it. is; “never mind.” 
Then, all the morning the plasterers have been at 
work on the. two stone buildings we are erecting; wo- 
men plasterers they are. The men bring the water- 
skins and the earth and the straw and wait upon the 
plasterers, but the skilled workmen are women. 

This first day our excavations have reached far 
beyond our expectations. About seventy men and boys 
reported for work. A’ considerable strip inside the 
wall to the south of the East gate was cleared, down 
almost to the bottom of the Israelite remains. In 
fact, we are puzzled to find already two pieces of pot- 
tery of the Late Bronze Age. The first clear indica- 
tion of the character of the city inside the walls is 
exactly that with which we closed the work two years 
ago, that but little space was given up to streets. This 
was a fortress, military requirements were first to 
be met. More and more the formidable character of 
the stronghold impresses me. If only~we had been able 
to secure the money to purchase this site and lay com- 
pletely bare the great defenses and leave them so! As 
it is, we are obliged to pile up the débris from one 
part of our examination upon another part yet to be 
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examined and later move it again, sometimes more 
than once. us both time and money are consumed 
that ought to be used in further excavation. 

The finds of the day, beside many potsherds, were 
a beautiful Israelite lamp in perfect condition, and an 
exquisite little red pot unglazed, technically an am- 
phorascus, a little amphora, also in a pegfect state. 
These are from the beginning of Early Iron number 
II, i. e., about 900-600 B. C. 

Another feature of the city appears as we begin 
our work, the symmetrical character of the great East 
gate. It was the chariot entrance and immediately 
within the city wall a space was provided as a kind 
of plaza, flanked on either side with a buttress pro- 
jecting from the inside of the gate. About seventy- 
five feet directly in front of this entrance the débris 
rises abruptly about eight feet. Does this represent 
a rise in the ground and hence a terrace wall, or more 
probably were there here the public buildings of the 
city fronting on this little plaza? Time and the spade 
will soon tell us. 


First Important Discovery 
April 5. 
BOUT the middle of the afternoon we made our 
first important discovery in our work this year. 
The building fronting on the little square inside the 
East gate has not turned out to be, as yet, a city hall 
or any other public building, but another dye-house 
exactly similar to the one discovered two years ago. 
Only that one had but two- vats, while this one has 
four in two rooms which lie side by side, and a stone 


water pipe was laid to bring water, as in the former’ 


instance. Whence it brought the water does not yet 
appear. In the pots are again remains of the dye 
stuff. Also a few little pieces of charcoal, probably 
having fallen down from the burning when the city 
was destroyed. Some coals might easily fall into the 
vat. One strange feature of the place is as yet un- 
explained: there is a quantity of seemingly free lime 
in the room of one set of vats. It is hard to say of 
what use lime would be in a dye-house, unless it may 
have been to mend a break in the water pipes. The 
way. in which the big stones of the water pipe were 
joined together has not yet been discovered: 

From a corner of one of the rooms of the dye-house 
came a shapely, long, red jar. Also from another 
place came a very perfect specimen of the familiar chil- 
dren’s rattle, a plaything, but not less important in 
imparting the human touch to their civilization. An- 
other remembrance of the home life was the nether- 
stone of a hand mill, such as was used in all homes 
and has been so used almost to the present day. Also 
another large shapely jar, which, if it. were not cracked, 
would be just what we want for a bread-jar! 

How entrancingly interesting it is to discover the 
daily life of a people so long gone; for all these things 
belong to the period known according to the latest 
analysis of the time by Pére Vincent, Early Iron Age, 
— B. C. If this, from its similarity to the dye- 

ouse found two years ago, may be classed with that, 
it probably dates from about the time of Rehoboam 
or a little Jater. No stamped jar handles have been 
found, which accords with the idea that there was no 
subsequent occupation of this site after its destruction 
by Nebuchadnezzar. 

No one can tell what a day may bring forth. 


Duties of the Staff 
; April 6. 

ROFESSOR MONTGOMERY is expected to 

land today and to take his place on the staff on 
Monday, April 9. We are thus becoming completely 
Organized and the work is proceeding in a very sys- 
tematic fashion. The Tell presents a very busy scene. 
Seventy-eight men and boys all digging and scraping 
and carrying. Near the center of the groups, Achmed, 
our tall, dignified Egyptian foreman stands with his 
little walking stick in hand, and his sharp eyes noting 
évery workman and every part of the work as it pro- 
gresses. Our surveyor with his plane table set near 
the center also is surveying, plotting, and recording 
every line and angle and elevation; while the rest of 
us watch everything that comes out, Director Albright 
records the finds in our folio record book, and I write 
it for those who are-interested to read.’ 

The people who lived here some three thousand 
years ago seem also to have been scarcely less sys- 
tematic. The many walls running out from the city 
wall south of the East gate seem all to have been 
set at a right angle to the circular city wall. Thus 
these walls draw together toward a central point. 


Whether this may have been some important point, or 


whether this arrangement is simply the result of build- 
ing each of these house walls at a right angle to the 
city wall from which it starts, does not yet appear. 
The truly fortress character of this walled city ap- 
pears more and more clearly, and the absolute devo- 
tion of everything first of all to military necessities. 
The great wall Sf the city might seem to have been 
quite stifficient defense in itself, yet to it was added 
near the East gate a perfect labyrinth of casemates, 
little rooms opening into each other in the most irregu- 
lar and unexpected fashion. An enemy had to force 
the wall, but would not then find himself master of 
the city, but must fight his way around each of these 
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corners then often to find himself in a cul-de-sac from 
which he must retreat. 

This seemingly impregnable character of the de- 
fenses serves to emphasize the utter destruction visited 
upon it by Nebuchadnezzar. Thus far not a trace of 
a roof has been found. The whole upper part of the 
houses seems to have been burned. In the bottom of 
the rooms and in vessels the ashes and charcoal of 
the conflagration have accumulated. Fragments of 
bricks, and occasionally whole bricks, tell the story of 
the destruction of upper stories of the houses. 

Accidents will happen wherever industrial work of 
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any kind is carried on. Alas, excavations are no ex- 
ception, and the cut fingers and bruised feet and scor- 
pion bites call for frequent ministrations of the young 
Hakim, Dr. Culley of our staff. Such events are gos- 
sip for the neighborhood and all the old sores of the 
community begin to collect. Ere long the physician 
may have a regular daily clinic. We must not refuse 
to minister to the ills of those around us, remembering 
Him who “himself bear- our infirmities.” 

Tonight to a Bedouin feast, and tomorrow I must 
go to Jerusalem. 

KiIRJ ATH-SEPHER. 
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The June 30 issue of The Sunday School Times will be a World’s Sunday School Convention Number. Its 
special features will be announced later, and it will have unusual richness and value as phe | @ compre- 


hensive view of Sunday-school work the world around, and a searching editorial study of the unpar 


leled oppor- 


tunity and obligation of the Sunday-school today. It will contain the Sunday-school lesson of July 15, which 
is the Sunday during which the Convention will be in session, and it should reach most delegates before they 
leave for Los Angeles. 


to in preparing for the coming of more than 

seven thousand delegates to the Tenth Conven- 
tion of the World’s Sunday School Association which 
will be held in Los Angeles, July 11-18. The com- 
mittee in Los Angeles that is caring for all the major 
and minor items involved in being host has for its 
Chairman the Rev. R. B. von Kleinsmid, D.D., LL.D., 
President of the University of Southern California. 
Dr. W. C. Pearce, General Secretary of the Southern 
California Sunday School Council of Religious Edu- 
cation, is the Vice-Chairman and in active charge of 
all the work. 

Fifteen committees are co-operating in making every 
possible provision in accordance with Southern Cali- 
fornian hospitality so that the sojourn of the delegates 
from literally the ends of the earth may be a real de- 
light.. In some localities, the assigned quotas have 
already been reached. Some secretaries report that at 
least a half train load is assured now. May and June 
will of course be the big months for registrations and 
reservations. Admission will be by badge. e reg- 
istration fee is five dollars, and should be sent at once 
either to the State or Provincial Secretary, the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 5 South Wa- 
bash Avenue, Chicago, or to the World’s Sunday School 
Association, 216 Metropolitan Tower, New York City. 
The fee of five dollars will entitle each delegate to all 
Convention privileges and also to the printed report 
of approximately four hundred pages, which will be 
issued: in the fall. Over fifty nations will be repre- 
sented. More than thirty special trains are receiving 
bookings through the various State Secretaries. 

Of the fifty-five participants on the general program, 
only sixteen are from the United States. This fact 
is a conclusive indication that it will be truly a World’s 
Convention. 

we 


A Philippine Islands Convention 


OMETHIENG of the constructive work that is be- 

ing accomplished under the general supervision 
of the Philippine Islands Sunday School Union can 
be noted in the report of a District Convention given 
in their Journal. 

“The Tenth Annuai Sunday School Convention of 
the Ilocos Sur District was held at’ CaJawaan. The 
Calawaan folks had prepared royally for us. As for 
the past two years, we held our Convention camp 
style. Temporary sheiters of bamboo and palm 
branches were erected for the women workers — Fili- 
pino and American—and for the chapel: For the 
dining, room, a convenient cluster of large bamboos 
was bent over the place of the tables and used for a 
shelter. For tables, the Calawaan friends must have 
levied on all their neighbors, as they had borrowed 
ten low tables, then driven short bamboos into the 
ground, and placed the low tables in notches at the 
tops of these bamboo legs. 

“A new feature of the Convention this year, in 
place of some of the usual addresses, was the con- 
ducting of classes. Four were held each morning 
and afternoon. The following subjects were taught: 
The Superintendent and His Work; The Sunday 
School Secretary and Treasurer; The Teacher and 
His Responsibility; Organization and Administration. 

“The Convention Sunday-school had a good attend- 
ance, and the interest was splendid. All the younger 
delegates, of which we had a much larger number than 
in preceding years, were assigned to the Training De- 
partment. There were four classes in this depattment 
and each of the teachers gave a ten minute demonstra- 
tion to each class, showing how to teach Bible verses, 


Hei aren of important items must be attended 


how to conduct a Bible drill, how to draw maps, and 
how to tell stories. This department and the Primary 
and Junior Department met under. the cocoanut trees. 
The adults met in the chapel. The superintendeuts 
were the guests of the day and visited the various 
departments.” vw . 


Good News from Schools in Bible Lands 


HERE are many evidences that in churches and 

missions in Bible Lands there is an increasing ap- 
preciation of the. importance of Sunday-school work 
and a growing discontent with inefficient and casual 
methods. During recent months, the Sunday-school 
in Brummana was carried on for the first time by 
young people without the assistance of the superin- 


‘tendent. The young women took charge of the girl 


students and the kindergarten class, and the young ‘men 
cared for the boys. At Kerak, Transjordania, by 
means of a special system of attendance cards, the Sun- 
day-school was built up in a month from an enroll- 
ment of ten the first Sunday to one hundred and nine 
the last Sunday. 

Special attention is being given by the Bible Lands’ 
Sunday School Union to the ‘preparation of their ex- 
hibit for the Corvention in Los Angeles. _ Materials 
are being collectedsin the office of the Union at Beirtt 
where the Rev. George H. Scherer is the Executive 
Secretary. Such things are being assembled as photo- 
graphs of schools, classes, departments, groups of 


‘ older students who are conducting pioneer village 


schools, work done by childrén in the kindergarten 
and primary departments, Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools, voluntary Bible study groups, and Young 
People’s Societies. In addition there will a map 
showing Iraq, Syria, Palestine, and Transjordania. 
On this map will be marked every Sunday-school in 
these countries. A special sign will indicate registered 
Sunday-schools, another sign will show where Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools have been held. 
New York Crry. E 
° we 


Herod 
By William E. Brooks 


This poem appeared in The Century Magazine and was 
quoted in The Literary Digest. Itis an impressive side- 
light on the lesson of June 10. 
ND so the Magic-worker comes at last! 

Three years he’s shown his wondrous might to 


; men. 
They say his touch has power, that fever flees. . 
Before his fingers, even blind eyes see; . 
To -day perhaps he’ll show that power to me. 
Youth slips from me, my body’s growing old, 

Older than my years warrant. I have lived 

With wine and song and merry Roman girls 

And merry Roman boys in /Czsar’s house, 

And now I pay the price. Perhaps this man 

Will touch me and will bring my youth again. 

I'll try him, seek’ a sign, and then I'll draw 

Him close beside me, offer him his freedom, 

All he desires as well, if he will work 

The miracle that brings me youth again. 

He has his price, I’m sure, like any man. 

Then Rome once more, while Cesar stares agape 
At my new strength — and nights of wine and song! 


He stood and looked and answered not a word. 
But, oh! how deep he looked within my soul 
Past places where I had not looked for years. 
Such men as he and John would drive me mad; 
And so he goes to Pilate — and his end! 
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LESSON 11. JUNE 10. THE ARREST AND TRIAL 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 14: 43 to 15:15 
Golden Text.—He was despised, and rejected of men.— Isa. 53 : 3 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 

In my place condemned He stood, 

Sealed my pardon with His blood; 

Hallelujah! what a Saviour! ; 
—P. P. Bliss. 


Verse by Verse 
Mark 15:1.—Jn the morning. When the Lord Jesus 


': was-arrested he was: ted.te»Annas first (John 18: 13). 


Of what took place before Annas we know nothing. 
Annas ‘then sent the Lord to the palace of his son-in- 
law, Caiaphas: Here two examinations took place. 
The first more or less private, at which only some 
personal attendants of Caiaphas were present (18: 19- 
23). This was followed by a second examination at 
dawn of day when the Lord Jesus came before the 
leading members of the Sanhedrin who had been 
hastily summoned for the purpose. 

Pilate. This man had been procurator of Judzxa 
for nearly seven years. Judza had been part of the 
Roman Province of Syria since A. D. 6. The resi- 
dence of the procurator was Cesarea. Pilate was the 
sixth in the succession of those who had held this 
office. He followed Valerius Gratus in A: D. 26. His 
cognomen, “Pilate,” has been thought to be an abbre- 
viation of “pileatus,” which is derived from Pileus, 
the cape or badge of manumitted slaves. His wife’s 
name was Claudia Procula. He had come up: from 
Czsarea to Jerusalem-on account of the Passover and 
the danger of disturbance which was always to be 
apprehended at such times owing to the large influx 
of Jews. 

Verse 2—Art thou the King of the Jews? The 
members of the Sanhedrin seem to have been rather 
disconcerted when Pilate demanded to know what was 
the charge against the prisoner. They were, however, 
compelled to formulate a capital charge (Luke 23: 
23). Of the various items which they were able to 
present, Pilate took up only this one: that the Lord 
Jesus had claimed to be a king. Thou sayesf. A Jew- 
ish form of assent. 

Verse 3.—The chief priests accused him. Imperfect 
tense — “kept on accusing.” After his first ¢xamina- 
tion of the prisoner Pilate went forth to the Jewish 


deputation who were standing before the entrance to 


the palace (John 18:28) and declared his conviction 
of the innocence of the accused. This was the signal 
for a furious outburst on the part of the Sanhedrin. 

Verse 4.—Pilate again asked him. Going again into 
the judgment hall (John 18: 33). 

Verse 5.—Pilate marvelled. There was a strange 
mixture of contempt, cynicism, and awe in the words 
and bearing of Pilate*all through (Edersheim). But 
he caught the word “Galilee” and thought that he had 
found a way of escape from his dilemma. He might 
devolve his unpleasant responsibility upon Herod 
Antipas. To the king, therefore, the Lord Jesus was 
now sent (Luke 23:6). But Herod, though in coarse 
cruelty he heaped insults and injuries upon the Christ, 
could not bring himself to say that he was worthy of 
execution as a criminal. Thus Pilate again found 
himself with the case upon his hands. 

Verse 6.—At the feast he used to release. No men- 
tion of this custom has yet been found outside the 
Gospels, but it is in accord with all that is known of 
Roman administration. It was part of a policy of con- 
ciliation. 

Verse 7.—Bar-abbas. By a strange coincidence this 
name means son of a father. He was partly a political and 
partly a criminal offender. It would be easy to 
excite a popular cry for his release on the ground ‘of 
his patriotism. We have to picture to ourselves the 
crowd gathering thus early in the morning of the ‘great 
day drawn partly by the excitement and rumors con- 


“ cerning Christ, but also drawn by the expectation of 


the annual release of some noted prisoner. And it 
seems as if the priests, or their agents, went about 
among the crowds and suggested to them the. demand 
for Barabbas. 

Verse 9.—Will ye that I release unto you the King 
of the Jews? Pilate grasped at this custom as one 
more loophole for avoiding a decision with regard to 
the Lord Jesus. But once again he was foiled by the 
wiliness and determination of the priestly party. It 
was the choice between Christ and Barabbas. The 
insurrection of Barabbas must have been some attempt 
to throw off the Roman yoke. While in the person 
ef the Lord Jesus One had come whose whole right 
it was to reign (Ezek. 21:27). The demand .of the 


Devotional Reading: Isa. 53: 1-6. 
Primary Topic: How Wicked Men Treated Jesus. 
Lesson Material: Mark 15: 1-15. 
a Verse: He was despised, and rejected of men. 
— Isa. 53: 3. 
Junior Topic: The Trial of Jesus. 
~. Lesson Material ; Mark 15: 1-15. 
ao id Verse: He was despised, and rejected of men. 
—Isa. 53 : 3. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Trial of Jesus. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Jesus Facing His Enemies. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1§ : 1-15 


And straightway in the morning the chief priests with 
the elders and scribes, and the whole council, held a consul- 
tation, and bound Jesus, and carried’ him away, and deliv- 
ered him up to Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked him, Art thou 
the King of the Jews? And he answering saith unto him, 
Thou sayest. 3 And the chief priests accused him of many 
things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, saying, Answerest 
thou nothing? behold how many things they accuse thee 
of. 5 But Jesus no more answered anything; insomuch that 
Pilate marvelled. 

6 Now at ‘the feast he used to release unto them one 
prisoner, whom they asked of him. 7 And there was one 
called Barabbas, tying b d with them. that had made 
insurrection, men who in the insurrection, had committed 
murder. 8 And the multitude went up and began to ask 
him to do as he was wont to do unto them. 9 And Pilate 
answered them, saying, Will ye that I release unto you 
the King of the Jews? 10 For he perceived that for envy 
the chief priests had delivered him up. 11 But the 
chief priests stirred up the multitude, that he should rather 
release Barabbas unto them. 12 And Pilate again answered 
and said unto them, What then shall I do unto- him whom 
ye call the King of the Jews? 13 And they cried out again, 
Crucify him. 14 And Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil 
hath he done? But they cried out exceedingly, Crucify him. 
15 And Pilate, wishing to content the multitude, released 
unto them Barabbas, and delivered Jesus, when he had 
scourged him, to be crucified. 


1Or, a feast. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 





American Revision copyrighkt, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Sanhedrin for Barabbas was a fresh proof of the insin- 
cerity of their charges against the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 10.—For envy. The priests were envious of 
the influence Christ had gained and the favor he had 
won throughout the land. Pilate hoped that he could 
make use of that popularity to secure Christ’s release. 

Verse 11—Stirred up the multitude. This was the 
first time in the life of Jesus that the people had 
turned against him. A crowd is always fickle, but 
there were special elements in this case to be con- 
sidered. It was a case of regulars against an irregu- 
lar; of priests against a prophet; of authority against 





The Six Enemies 
By Amos R. Wells 


eee was Judas with his money-bag and with 
his traitor’s heart ; yes, Judas with his eruel 
kiss that played a poisoned part; the turncoat base 
disciple with a miser’s furtive art; but Peter must 
have hurt Christ most of all. There was Annas, 
cunning schemer, with his miter in the mire; 
high priest who chose the lower ways, the doings 
dark and dire; who dared to bind the Son of God 
and craftily conspire; but Peter must have hurt 
Christ most of all. There was Caiaphas the 
president, the Council’s wicked head; by him the 
awful doom was given, the fatal word was said: 
** Better that one should die for all,’*— and his own 
soul was dead ; but Peter must have hurt Christ 
most of all. There was Herod, beast and murderer, 
and lord of Galilee, who hailed the Wonder - 
worker and a miracle would see; who sent him back 
in royal robes — ‘* That fox’ indeed was he; but 
Peter must have hurt Christ most of all. There 
was Pilate, Roman weakling, who saw that Christ 
was true, who feebly sought the righteous act he 
did not dare to do, who bowed before the plotters 
and the shouting rabble crew; but Peter must have 
hurt Christ most of all. Ah, Judas could not reach 
him, for his treachery was known; and all his other 
foes were far, and Jesus made no moan; but Peter, 
friend, disciple, confessor, living stone! Yes, Peter 
must have hurt Christ most of all. 

















right. But more than this, there was the general 
dissapointment of the people. The week had opened 
with Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem. It had 
progressed in ever-irritated controversy between 
Christ and the rulers. And always he was victorious 
in these conflicts. Yet, now, he seemed suddenly to 
have abdicated. Jesus stands still and does nothing. 
Barabbas would at least have made a fight of it. Such 
were the obvious motives on which the priests worked. 

Verse 12—Whom ye call. He hoped apparently that 
the phrase would remind them of their vociferous wel- 
come a few days earlier and that there might now at 
last be a sufficient display of indifference for Pilate 
to. be able to placate his own fears and please his 
wife (Matt. 27:19) without arousing too violent an 
outburst. 

Verse 13.—Crucify him. The disappointed mob must 
wreak its vengeance on somebody. Jesus had failed 
them and they are ready now to follow their accus- 
tomed leaders. 


Verse 14——What evil hath he done? This unan- 
swerabie question should have confused the people and 
silenced their clamor. But now the cry became vehe- 
ment. 


Verse 15.—Wishing to content the multitude. The 
word “wishing” reveals the reason which actuated 
Pilate. He laid aside judicial considerations and dealt 
with the affair as a matter of imperial policy. (Dr. 
Ezra P. Gould.) If rulers and mob both concurred 
in asking for the crucifixion of Jesus such a popular 
demand would constitute a reason which any Roman 
governor would be bound to consider. When he had 
scourged him. It must remain uncertain whether this 
was intended to arouse the compassion of the crowd 
for the sufferer or not. In any case it was the usual 
horrid preliminary to crucifixion. Frequently it was 
so severe that the sufferer died under it. sAlways its 
infliction must have hastened death. It is noteworthy 
that all the evangelists pass over the horrors of this 
scene with a single word, 


Golden Topics 


1. The priests were only concerned about the Lord’s 
claim to be the Messiah. Pilate was only concerned 
with his claim to be a king. The two claims were 
really one. But there was a lower political aspect and 
a higher spiritual aspect. It was the priests’ plan to 
keep the political view of the case in the foreground 
before Pilate and as far as possible to keep back the 
spiritual, 

2. It was a strange thing for Jewish rulers to 
desire to hand over to a Roman governor anyone 
charged with an attempt to throw off the Roman yoke. 
Pilate seems to have seen through this and to have 
cuore the plotters. But he dared not openly flout 

em. 

3. Consider the exhibition of unholy religion. These 
men were the spiritual leaders of the people. Yet they 
were bending all their energies to compass the de- 
struction of the Lord Jesus because he had exposed 
and rebuked their sins. 


- 4. Consider the contrast between Pilate who seemed 
to have all- power in his hands, and the suffering 
prisoner who really was omnipotent. Christ had but 
to wish it and Pilate would have fallen dead on the 
marble floor of his palace. Christ had but to wish it 
and his own sufferings would instantly have ceased. 
Observe the contrast between the Lord Jesus and 
the martyrs in this respect. The first steps toward a 
martyr’s death may be voluntary, and taken in obedi- 
ence to conscience. But quickly a point is reached 
from which it is impossible for the victim to turn 
back. His doom is sealed. In the case of the Lord 
Jesus it was not so. It was only the exercise of his 


will which held him unfalteringly to his purpose. : 


Puny Pilate mishandling omnipotence. 
A Lesson Outline 
1. Christ’s patience with his tormentors 
(1) The crafty priests 
(2) The unrighteous Pilate 
(3) The fickle crowd 
(4) The feeble disciples 
(5) The brutal soldiery 
2. Christ’s steadfastness ~ 
3. Christ’s motive 


(1) Loving co-operation with the Father 
(2) Love for men 


Final Word 


esus is standing in Pilate’s hall, 

riendless, forsaken, betrayed by all; 
Hearken! What r-ineth the sudden call — 
What will you do with Jesus? 




























me” 


Jesus is standing on trial still; 

You can be false to Him if you’ will; 
You can be faithful through good or ill— 
What will you do with Jesus? 


What will you do with Jesus? 
Neutral you cannot be. P 
Some day your heart will be asking, 
What will He do with me? 
—A. B. Simpson, 
Tunsripce WELLS, ENG. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search? 
ing character. They are written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staft,— Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 

Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane; Have. you 

tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 

bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 

discover the answers as given in the -following issue? 
OW many trials did Christ Jesus have ‘to endure, 
the morning of his crucifixion? 

2. What was the charge brought against Christ in the 
ecclesiastical trials? ; 

3. Why did the council convene for a second trial and 
conviction of Jesus . 

4- What showed the utter injustice of the trial before 
Caiaphas? 

5. Was it the enemies of the church or the leaders of 
the church that brought Jesus to his - death, — infidels 
or ecclesiastics ? 

6. What charge was brought against him in the civil 
trials ? ; 

. What was Christ’s one paramount affirmation before 
Pilate’s court? 

8. Why did not Christ continue his silence, when Pilate 
asked if he were a king 

9. Before which one of his judges was Christ absolutely 
silent ? 

10. How much time was consumed in these trials? 

11. What was the official verdict under which Christ 
was crucified ? , 

12. Point out some contrasts between Pilate and Christ. 

13. What is meant by the statement that Pilate really 
stood before Jesus? (Personal.) 

14. In what sense are we like Barabbas? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner. 
By William H. Ridgway 


Silence and Victory.—But Jesus no more answered 
anything (v. 5). The Book tells us there is a time 
to speak and a time to keep silence. (See Exod. 14: 
14; Eccles. 3:7; Amos 5:13.) Happy is that man 
or woman who runs on schedule! Some folks we all 
have known have talked themselves out of their jobs. 
Also out of good orders. Jesus was never more elo- 
quent in all his ministry than he was that day as he 
stood silent before those who were doing him to death. 
In “The Life and Letters” of Walter Hines Page, 
President Wilson’s ambassador to England during the 
World War, Mr. Page loudly complains of the Presi- 
dent’s silence in those critical and trying days before 
we got into the war. The Ambassador, in Volume 1, 
tells Mr. Wilson the story of two colored men, One 
colored man was a hard driving bess and he was 
bullying the other fellow. The other fellow kept right 
on with his work and never opened his mouth. At 
last Old Bully could stand it no longer and cried, 
“Look heah, you kinky-headed, flat-nosed, slab-footed 
niggah, I warns you, for goodness’ sake, don’t you 
keep givin’ me none o’ your blame silence!” That 
is to say, the fellow who did not talk back was the 
chap who could knock out the bully. It is said that 
Mr. Wilson greatly enjoyed his friend’s “slam” at 
him in this story. Jesus, by his calm and dignified 
silence, set the hungry pack at his heels after his life 
“guessing,” to use a word of the street. Would that 
we all might learn this lesson of reserve and victory! 
They call our present President “Silent Cal,” and he 
has the respect and admiration of the whole nation, 
regardless of party. The Master, while silent as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, is never silent to 
his friends, and he will never be silent to -you. 


“Starting Something.”—The chief priests stirred 
up the multitude (v. 11). We never realized how 
easily this can be done until the World War came 
down upon the world. We got a new name for the 
stirring paddle. We called it “propaganda.” We saw 
it do the business in a complete manner in the Rus- 
sian army. The Russians quit cold and ran home and 
left their allies to finish the job with the help of 
Uncle Sam. And there is Russia today. Remember 
how Russia used to do her Jewish population to death 
with her “pogroms”? The Jewish rulers “stirred up 


the multitude” to kill their greatest friend: Later the 
sons of the same multitude with the same. stirring 
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brought Rome down upon themselves with results too 
horrible to talk about. Ask your minister to lend 
you his “Josephus” if you would like to read details. 
Here’s just one, a mild one. The Romans built around 
the besieged city a telegraph line, as it were. The. 
“telegraph poles” were a line of crosses. Upon each 
pole and cross bar was nailed a writhing citizen of 
Jerusalem. When the city fell and the brutal Roman 
soldiery had their way with the doomed inhabitants 
—oh, well, you know the Scripture, Matthew 27:25, 
and it was. The world seems to be built that way. 
The’ works of a man’s hands have a way of coming 
back. If any of you*fellows are ever tempted to stir 
up:a bad mess, just stop to remember ‘it is a thing 
that has worked both ways all down the centuries. 
You. reap what you sow, and are apt to drink the 
deviltry you put in the shaker. Spain to this present 
day is.drinking the satanic brew of her infamous In- 
quisition. “Starting something,” stirring up the multi- 
tude for mischief, is just about the poorest business of 
which history gives any account. 
in’ France. . The Boxers in China.. Know Nothing- 
ism-in America. We.-are here for only a little while. 
Life is all too short to spend any of it in stirring up 
trouble. 


“Ever Right Upon the Scaffold.” —Pilate said, ... 
Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried... 
Crucify him (v. 14). Conductor Schubert on this 
“4.50” has just come up and said: “Are you the fel- 
low who writes the stuff for The Sunday School 
Times? My son says the man lives somewhere around 
Coatesville.” Yes, I was “the fellow.” The con- 
ductor saw me sitting here with notebook in hand and 
pencil on lip trying to picture in my mind a cold, cal- 
culating, unscrupulous Roman administrator on the 
one hand trying to protect an innocent prisoner, and 
a hectic, worked-up pack after his blood on the other 
hand. Roman against Jew. Politics against religion. 
Law against propaganda. Mr. YF tow Wanamaker used 
to own a great picture by Munkacsy showing the 
scene. It was a popular picture and prints of it were 
seen everywhere. It was called “Christ Before Pilate.” 
Mr. Wanamaker was said to have paid one hundred 
thousand dollars for the canvas. The mob has always 
cried “Crucify”. when a world blessing has come in 
human form. How about Dr. Jenner, who discovered 
the blessing of vaccination? The mob cried “Crucify,” 
and some are still crying. But the dreaded “Black 
Death” that swept away whole populations in heathen- 
dom and that would devastate Europe has been con- 
quered. There is a monument to Jenner also in his 
native town— with the small boy between his knees 
upon whom he tried the remedy. If Pilate had only 
stood out! See Hebrews 12: 1. Re 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincrpLeE or Comparison.—Train the 
pupils to make comparisons, and thus detect sig- 
nificant likenesses and differences. 





St.. Bartholomews: 








HE facts and significance of the lesson may be 

emphasized perhaps as well by the use of the prin- 
ciple of comparison as by any other means. At least 
there is offered the opportunity of setting in strong 
contrast Pilate the ruler aiid Jesus the prisoner on the 
one hand, and Barabbas the criminal and Jesus the 
innocent on the other. In the light of the Word we 
know how true it is that Pilate really stood before 
Jesus that day rather than Jesus before Pilate. But 
even on the surface there is evident to an observer 
the contrast between the bluster of the. weak and 
vacillating ruler and the quiet composure and silence 
of the uncowed but cruelly persecuted prisoner. 





== — 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


a. April 1.—Jesus the Suffering Messiah 
Mark 8:27 to 9:13 9 : 30-323 10 : 32-34 
2. April 8—The Resurrection. (Easter Lesson.) 





Mark 16:1 20 
3. April 15.—Transfiguration and Service ...Mark 9: 2-29 
4. April 22.—Jesus and the Home ............ Mark 10 : 1-16 


s. April 29.—The Cost of Discipleship 
Mark 10 : 17-27; 12: 41-44 
6. May 6.—Greatness Through Service 
Mark 9 : 33-50; 10 : 35-45 
7. May 13.—Jesus Enters Jerusalem .......... Mark 11 : 1-33 
8 May 20.—Jesus Teaching in the Temple ..Mark 12 : 13-44 
9. May 27.—The Wicked Husbandmen. (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) Mark 12 : 1-12; 13 : 1-37 
10, June 3.—Jesus Facing Betrayal and Death. Mark 14: 1-42 
11, June 10.—The Arrest and Trial ...Mark 14; 48 to 15:15 
1a. June 17.—The Crucifixion .........sccscees Mark 15 : 16-47 
13- June 24.—Review: Jesus the Saviour. 
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Friendless, forsaken, falsely accused, poverty-stricken, 
he stands owning himself a King before one who has 
all the outward evidences of rulership yet not even 
claiming kingship ; and when the false witnesses agreed 
not together and furnished no sufficient evidence to 
convict him, he himself shrank not from saying the 
word of truth which he knew they would use to con- 
vict him. His courage under physical torture and 
humiliation stands forever over against the weakness 
of the one who judged and condemned him when he 
knew he was innocent of any crime. His testimony to 
the truth stands also in most impressive contrast with 
the words of those who witnessed against. him and 
with the hypocrisy of the rulers of the Jews. 
Barabbas was a robber and a murderer justly con- 
demned to die. Jesus was the great life-giver, -going 
about doing good and: giving himself for the needs. of 
men. But Barabbas was released and Jesus was given 


over to death. Justice was defeated in the one case;. 


gross injustice was done in the other. Barabbas went 
free because Jesus died, but only for this life. We 
may go free into life eternal because Jesus died in our 
stead also. ; 

Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send 
department; one 
accepted, and 


< d illustrations for this 
dollar ‘is paid for each illustration 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this depart:nent. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. , 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the son text indicated in the lesson list after the 


word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other than the Golden Text are 


verses 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. . 5 

Bat Christians.—Peter .. . was sitting with the of- 
ficers, and warming himself (14:54). We have héard 
a story of a battle between the animals and the fowls. 
A bat was in the crowd. When the animals rushed 
upon the fowls, the bat drew in his wings and said, 
“I am an animal,” and then when the fowls turned 
upon the bat, he stretched out his wings and said, “I 
am a fowl.” That is the way with some professing 
Christians. They are always like the crowd they are 
in. Peter found it did not pay to play the bat by seek- 
ing fellowship among the enemies of his Saviour.— 
From The King’s Business. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Warsaw, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Do I “Know Him Not’ ?—I know not this man of 
whom ye speak (v. 71). 

With frightened lips, I shall not ‘ever say, 
“I know Him not,” for none will question me. 

I shall not need to speak a word today 
To publish to the world my loyalty. 

And yet a hundred times there comes the voice, 
“Know you this Man, the Master?” and behold, 

A hundred times I make the fateful choice 
Today, as the apostle once of old. i 

And ev’ry unkind word or straying thought, 
Ev’ry deed of hatred or disdain, 

Say plainly to the world, “I know Him not.” 
And then the cock crows — bitter morn of pain! 

And would indeed today that they might be — 

~ The times I have denied Him—only three! 


—From The Christian Herald. Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y., and Emma Jean Sample, Hen- 
dersonville, N.C. 


( bef Was Christ Silent?—But he answered nothing 
(15:3). 
Why is He silent, when a word 
Would slay His accusers all? 


Why does He meekly bear their taunts, 
When angels wait His call? 


“He was made sin”; my sin He bore 
Upon the accursed tree; 

And sin hath no defense to make — 
His silence was for me. 


—From the Witness. Sent by James Robertson, Path- 
head Kirkcaldy, Fifeshire, Scotland. 


Inspired Illustrations Always True.—But Jesus no 
more eng ty Matiz (v. 5). Mrs. Soltau tells 
the story thattmany years ago she was staying on a 
large ranch in Tasmania, at the time of sheep shear- 
ing. One lovely summer morning, drawn by the 
sound of bleatings, she found her way to the shearing 
shed.. The outer part was full of sheep all bleating as 
if in’ great distress. . “I passed on into the further 
division where a skilled shearer was rapidly removing 
the whole beautiful white fleece from sheep after 
sheep,” she says. “I stood watching while he finished 
the work on one sheep, ‘and let it out by a door to the 
field, while an assistant brought in another bleating 
pitifully. To my surprise its bleating and struggling 
ceased as the shearer laid his hand upon its head. It 
lay silent and passive, while he turned it from side 
to side to do his work quickly and easily. Tears were 
in my eyes as Isaiah’s words came to my mind. with 
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‘Lesson for June 10 
Mark 14: 43 to 15 : 1g 


great force, and I repeated softly to my- 
self, ‘He was oppressed, and he was af- 
flicted, yet he opened not his mouth... 
and as a sheep before her shearers 1s 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.’ ”— 
From The King’s Business. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Warsaw, N. Y., and 
Miss L. G. James, Toronto. 


Fighting Our Best Friend.—The chief 
priests stirred up the multitude (v. 11). 
“For your lives!” cried the Portuguese | 
captain of an African slave ship to a 
band of naked Negroes, as he pointed to 
an English ship that had been in hot 
chase of him for some hours. “Fight for 
your lives!” he cried out, as he gave each 
man a weapon. And the deluded and 
terrified Negroes did as they were told, 
and in so-doing ‘they wounded and killed 
their best friends, who had come to de- 
liver. them. So Jesus came to set the 
captives of sin free; but the chief priests 
rose against Jesus, and the very men he 
loved arid came to free hied on to kill 
him.—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 

Men’s Approval Not Enough.—Pilate, 
wishing to content the multitude (v. 15). 
In the city of. Brooklyn, two or three 
years .ago, a detective went into a drug 
store, laid his hand upon the shoulder of 
a man, and ‘said, “Yuu’re wanted.” He 
admitted his crime and asked to be al- 
lowed to go home and say good-by to his 
wife and child. They went to his home. 
He met his wife and little child in the 
parlor and said: “Wife, haven’t I been 
a kind husband? Haven’t I been a good 
father and worked hard to make a liv- 
ing?” She replied, “Yes; what do you 
mean?” “I mean that I am an escaped 
convict from the penitentiary.” He was 
all right with his wife and child and 
neighbors, but all wrong with the State 
of New York. You may be all right 
with your friends and neighbors, but all 
wrong with God—From “Milk and 
Meat,’ by Dr. A. C. Dixon. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 
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sinning. Just one reason holds any of 


us back from confessing the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour today. That is 
our sin! If we do not accept him after 
all we have known about him, it is be- 
cause we prefer the darkness rather than 
the light. None of us want to think that 
we would cry out, “Crucify him,” and 
join with the crowd who uttered that 
dreadful cry, but Jesus today is calling 
to us who have not yet received him, ask- 
ing whether we will accept him now or 
not. On which side of that question do 
you stand today? There is only one right 
side. May God help every one of us to 
take that, and no other. Let us pray. 





JESUS 
ACCEPTED | REJECTED 
ON WHICH SIDE AM 1? 











ee 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“T Have a Saviour.” 

“One Day!” 

“He Lifted Me.” 

“This Same Jesus.” 

“What Will You Do With Jesus?” 
“He Loved Me.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Why Art Thou Grieving?” (102 : 1-3.) 
Psalm 43 : 1-5. 
“God Is Our Refuge” (105 :1, 3). 
Psalm 46: 1-11. 
“More Than Life’ (133: 1-3). Psalm 63 : 1-7. 
“Angelic Guards” (183 :1-3). Psalm o1 : 1-12. 


ve 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





The Christ of Both Testaments.—He 
was despised,- and rejected of men 
(Golden Text). I was visited by a very 
distinguished young Israelite who had 
seen me distributing the sacred volume, 
and I proposed that we should read a 
portion of Scripture together. He agreed, 


‘on the condition that it should be from 


the Old Testament. I read the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah. “But,” said he, 
“that is in the New Testament.” “No, 
no,” I replied. “There, take the book. 
Read it with that true heart that I per- 
ceive in you, and you will find what you 
seek.” He has found his Saviour, has 
accepted him, and confesses him with joy. 
—From Pasteur Hirsch. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee more than any words of ours 
could possibly tell for taking upon thyself 
the burden of our sins. Even with our 
little understanding of what sin really means 
we know that we could not bear its bur- 
den by any means of our own. Thou hast 
taken our place. Thou art the bearer of 
that intolerable burden which we yield to 
thee by: faith. Forgive us that we can read 
words like the words in this lesson without 
a breaking of heart. Help us to understand 
the reality of them. Help us to have keener, 
deeper views of what it means to have one 
who is ‘our substitute. May we this day 
bow in humble gratitude to thee for all that 
thou hast done for us. In thy dear name we 
pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—What was_ the 
name of the man whom the Jews wished 
to. have released instead of Jesus? Yes, 
Barabbas, a murderer. A great preacher, 
John McNeill, once said that there was 
one man who surely understood what it 
was to have Jesus take his place. That 
man was Barabbas. Now if we could 
only see what sin really is, then we would 
realize more than we ever have what 
it meant for the Lord of glory, the sin- 
less Jesus, to take the place that we, 
because of our sins, have deserved. He 
did this for us. Yet men today, as in 
the day of his suffering, reject him and 
turn away from him to go on with their 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The unfairest of all. 
Discussion: Suggest various ways by 
which a fellow can today bear witness 
to the saving and keeping power of 
Jesus Christ. 
Objective: Meeting the test of loyalty. 


AY, fellows, it was the unfairest trial 
you could imagine. Jesus did not 
even have a lawyer appointed by the 
court to defend him. The poorest crim- 
inal is entitled to that in our courts to- 














hey are with- 
out excuse: 
because that, 
when they knew 
God, they glori- 
fied him not as 
God neither were 
thankful?” Rom.1202 




















day. He did not have a witness. All the 
witnesses were against him. The judges 
themselves were against him — even 
hated him and made no bones of it — in 
the ecclesiastical court; and his judge 
in the civil court (Pilate) was too much 
afraid of the people to give Jesus the re- 


| lease that he (Pilate) admitted he was 


a to. It was a great, tragic fra ne- 
up 

Now, fellows, when you consider that 
the victim was Jesus Christ, the perfect 
character, whose mission and work were 
to bring blessing and life to the world, 
and who gave himself up to die on the 
cross for you, I know how you feel, for 
I feel that way myself. You are saying 
you would just like to have had the 
chance to.step in.on that court scene and 
give the whole cowardly mob, including 
Governor Pilate and High Priest Caia- 
phas, a big piece of your mind. Yes, he 
would have had one witness if you had 
been there. It mattered not: if you: got 
a call down and a scourging for your 
impertinence. . It mattered not if you 
were sent up-to Czsarea for contempt 
of court, you would have given them. a 
hot shot that day for Jesus. You wouldn't 
have missed such a chance to speak in 
behalf of the Son of God, your Saviour, 
for all the wealth of Golconda. 

How our blood boils, as wé think of 
the rank injusticé of it all—of the in- 
sults heaped upon the Lord Jesus that 
day. Any scum of the earth could walk 
up and accuse him, allowed even to slap 
him in the face and spit upon him. Yet 
through it all he stood majestic and silent 
—and without a friend. 

But, fellows, God did not choose to p.*t 
you on the witness stand: that day. e 
reserved you for this later time, when 
Jesus stands before a modern world that 
is denying his claims, inflicting just as 
much pain upon his great loving heart. 
Will you stand by now? This is your day 
for witnessing for Jesus. And he needs 
you just as much now as he needed 
friends then—aye, even more. For it 
was needful that he should suffer con- 
demnation then to carry out the plan of 
redemption. Not’ so now. This is the 
day for his exaltation, and all hands are 
wanted at the court of the world to wit- 
ness for him. - He is the King of glory. 
Lift up the gates and let him come in 
to claim his own. You are one of his 
witnesses. Are you there? Are you 


—— your testimony to how wonderful 
e is 
What makes a good witness, feflows? 





Why, it is the fellow who knows and 
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speaks with confidence. Can you do that 
for Jesus? De you know him? You can. 
He tells all about himself in his letter ‘to 
you—the Bible. He gives many simple 
figures by which his marvelous character 
can be understood. Pick them out and 
study them. The Light, the Bread, ‘the 
Vine, the Way, the Truth, the Life, the 
Redeemer, — and more than forty others. 
Each one helps us to understand and to 
know Jesus. Then, as you talk to him 
and let him talk to you in prayer, and as 
you walk with him day by day, simply 
endeavoring to know him by applying his 
teachings in your life, you learn him in a 
very definite way which gives you a wit- 
nessing knowledge that has power in it — 
power to convince men—and through 
which the Holy Spirit convicts men of 
sin and makes them know their need of 
him, brings them to him, persuades them 
to accept him as Saviour. 

That's’: what’ you can do for him now, 
fellows, if you ‘are really in earnest about 
‘wanting to step into the court: and be his 
friend in ‘his time of need. 

Gentlemen, the ‘witness is with you! 


Greensporo, N. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls ~° 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Conscience versus convenience. 

a. Running with the crowd. 

3. The surprise impulse. 

4 Alone and = unafraid—and right. 











or trial of Jesus was also the trial 
of every human being participating 
in it or even witnessing it, for even as he 
proved his supreme manhood and majestic 
deity through it, so they proved their 
frail and faulty humanity —of various 
sorts. We shall help our’ rirls in their 
hours of trial if we can help them trace 
these failures to their sources. 


1. Every’ reader of this story of the 
trials of Jesus feels the struggle Pilate 
made to avoid crossing his own con- 
science. He had one, and a fair sense 
of justice as well, and they bade him 
shield this prisoner from his persecutors. 
But he had also a tenacious liking for 
the easy side of life, the “good things” 
that. accompany a high official position 
with its fat salary. When the decision 
must be made between these two he 
proved a coward to his conscience, that 
which was convenient for himself over- 
weighing what was right for his position 
and his innocent victim. How many a 
girl is Pilate-like in her final decisions 
between conscience and convenience! Her 
first leanings ‘toward right are over- 
borne by her weakness for some lure of 
mere things. 


2. And how many are those that sim- 
ply run with the crowd, as did those who 
one week shouted, “Hosanna!” and the 
next, “Crucify him!” Following the pop- 
ular leader of the moment is one of girl- 
hood’s great weaknesses. Many a girl 
denies she could eyer be so fickle and 
thoughtless, only to find herself doing 
whatever her “crowd” is doing, hiding 
from herself the very sense of shame she 
may feel at finding herself there. Few 
of your girls will admit they belong with 
this group, 

3. Have you a “Peter” among your 
girls — one who is confident of her own 
strength to stand any test, only to amaze 
herself (more than anybody else!) by 
some sudden surprise impulse that proves 
her downfall? Such a one is never tested 
at just the point or in just the way she 
expected to be. Peter might have fought 
very bravely in some open battle, for his 
Master, but he had not dreamed of being 
taunted by a saucy servant maid, or 
hangers-on of the crowd, and he could 
not stand» heing ridiculed! Neither can 
nine young girls out of ten. Perhaps 
none were more surprised than was Peter 
himself, at his cowardly lies; surely his 
penitence was bitter and deep. 

4. Only One stood these trials, alone 
and unafraid and right —tested at every 
point and in every way that came to all the 





others put together and far beyond them 
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all, for he alone had “this cup” .to drink, 
he alone had the insufferable weight of 
physical distress plus the sin of the world 
upon his puré heart. Oh, help your girls 
to see that they cannot hope to stand the 
trials of life without him, that only in 
him can they stand alone and unafraid 
and right! 

“Alone”? Never will they have to 
stand before life’s hard tests as he stood 
thén, for they may always have him, in 
the fullness ofwhis understanding and 
strength, who was tempted (tested) in 
all points like as they are, yet without 
sin. This is part of that salvation of 
which he cried, on the cross, “It is fin- 
ished.” They have only to accept it — 
accept him, and abide in his word, to 
make his victory theirs. 


Home Study 


Find and memorize this week —to be 
your constant reminder of your Victor 
— Hebrews 4: 14-16 


Decatur, GA, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD from Mark 14:26 through 
Mark 15:15. By prayerfulness, gen- 
tleness, and patience, secure a thoughtful, 
reverent spirit in the class; and help the 
children to get the deep, tender meaning 





(1 Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


(.. By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE ARREST AND TRIAL. 
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of ‘these solemn :events. ‘After the Lord 
and his disciples had eaten the Passover, 
and the Lord’s Supper had been instituted, 
they went to a quiet place where the Mas- 
ter could pray. The Lord Jesus suffered 
very much while he was praying that 
night. He prayed three timés, and each 
time ended his prayer to his Father with 
the words: ot what I will, but what 
thou wilt.” 

While the Master was here praying, 
one of his friends, named Judas, led the 
officers to the place that they might ar- 
rest him. The Lord went willingiy with 
the officers, not because he was airaid of 
them, but because he came into the world 
to die. Instead of his disciples following 
their Master, as they had promised to do, 
they all left him and ran away. 

The officers led Jesus to the high priest, 
that the rulers of his own people might 
try him. And because he said he was 
the Son of God they said he was guilty 
of death. While they were having this 
poo trial, Peter was sicting with the 

aster’s enemies, and even denied being 
a disciple of Christ. 

When morning ‘came, the rulers bound 
Jesus and carried him to Pilate, the Ro- 
man governor. They told Pilate that he 
had done many things that were wrong, 
and that he had told them that they must 
not pay tribute to Czsar, because he 
himself was King. The class will remem- 
ber that this was not true. For when 
they asked Jesus about paying tribute, he 
had said plainly, “Render unto Cesar the 
things that are Cezsar’s.” These rulers 
had always been trying to find something 
to accuse him of, and now they pretended 
to the Roman governor that he was a 
lawbreaker. Pilate talked to Jesus, and 
kriew at once that he had not done the 
things that his enemies said he had. It 
was the custom of the Roman governor 
to set one prisoner free at the Passover, 
and Pilate wanted to release Jesus. But 
the rulers persuaded the people to ask 
for Barabbas to be set free, and for Jesus 
to be.crucified. Pilate wanted to please 
the people, and although he knew that 
Barabbas had broken many laws — for he 
was a robber and a murderer — yet this 
man, who should have loved justice, set 
the lawbreaker free and commanded 
Jesus, who-had never broken a single law, 
to be beaten with cruel whips and then 
led away to be crucified. 

Jesus suffered all this cruel treatment 
without a word, just because he loved a 
lost world. He loved Judas, who be- 
trayed him; Peter, who denied him; 
Barabbas, who was set free in his place. 
In fact, we cannot think of a single one 
whom he. does not love. Try to get the 
children to see this love in a real per- 
sonal way, and by faith to accept Jesus 
as their Saviour. 

Sing, “Saviour, More Than Life.” 


Cutnton, S. C. 
ye 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of June 3) 


1. The approaching death of Christ. 

2. They must regard it as of supreme im- 
portance — at least of relatively greater im- 
portance than other matters. 


3. Peter made loud boast of dying for 
Christ, if need be — and denied him thrice; 
Mary of Bethany said nothing but poured 
out for him her most precious possession. 

4. He had been plotting with the enemies 
of his Master. 

5. The rebuke which he received when he 
complained of Mary's deed. 

6. Note from Mark 14:10 and Matthew 
26: 14-16 (especially in Weymouth’s trans- 
lation) how Judas opened the way for 
‘Satan to -enter in” as Luke phrases it. 
Note also John 12:6 and 13: 26, 27. 

7. Peter’s denial, however false and cow- 
ardly, was wholly unpremeditated. He was 
in the way of trying to prove his loyalty to 
Christ, following him into the place of dan- 
ger, when sudden weakness overcame his 
boasted courage. And, as the Lord had 
prayed for him, his “faith failed not,” even 
in his bitter grief, so there was deep re- 
pentance, making forgiveness possible (see 
Mark 16:7) and full--return of joy and 
power in service, in contrast to Judas’ un- 
loving remorse and suicide. 

8. It is known that a certain group of the 
Psalms was always sung at the time of the 
Passover feast. The One Hundred and Sev- 
enteenth Psalm: was the one never omitted 





from that group. So we may be quite sure 
that he sang this brief but glorious song of 
praise and trust, ere he left that upper room 
oF his death on the cross. 

. Luke says it was with “earnest long- 
ing” (Weymouth) that Christ desired to eat 
this supper with his twelve. There must 
have been great tenderness for Mary for 
her act of loving loyalty. There was surely 
keenest grief over Judas’ treachery. There 
was deep concern for Peter. There was 
bloody sweat of agony in the garden. There 
was heartbroken reproach in his look for 
Peter. There was compassion for the 
wounded servant of the high priest. There 
was calm majesty and high courage through- 
out his trials. What a Saviour! 

10. Three. 


11. Both are memorials. The Passover 
was kept in memory of the deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage, in which a lamb without 
blemish was eaten. The Lord’s Supper is 
kept in memory of. Christ’s death on the 
cross. It is kept by eating bread reprfesent- 
ing his broken body, and «by drinking wine 
or grape juice as a token of his blood shed 
for the sin of the world. No lamb is eaten, 
for the death of the Lamb of God is a suffi- 


‘cient sacrifice for all the needs of man. The 


Passover pointed to the coming of Christ 
to die on the cross. The Lord’s Supper 
points to his coming again in glory and 
power. 

12. By critically analyzing our own ac- 
tions to see if there may be disloyalty to 
Christ therein, 

13. By searching God’s Word and ask- 
ing him to search our hearts in prayer. 


14. If. he puts Jesus Christ first in every 
consideration. 





Children at Home 











The Kidnaper 
By Daisy Field 


VERY day, as Effie played with her 

dolls under the big apricot tree, a 
small, poorly-dressed girl came and stood 
outside the fence, looking wistfully in. 
Effie and Carol, her dearest friend, were 
sometimes quite rude to her, and then she 
would go sorrowiully away. 

One day Effie left her newest doll, 
Lorabel, in her carriage under the tree, 
while she and Carol went shopping. in 
the far corner of the yard under tHe lilac 
bush. While they were gone, a great 
shaggy dog came into the yard through 
the gate, which somebody had left un- 
latched, and ate up the cake Effie had 
brought out for lunch. Then he went 
over and sniffed inquiringly at the doll. 

Just as Effie glanced up and saw the 
intruder, he fastened his teeth in Lor- 
abel’s new blue silk dress, and dragged 
her from the buggy. He was dragging 
her across the lawn, and had almost 
reached the gate before Effie could cry 
out, “Oh, my dolly! He'll ruin my dolly!” 

But the little stranger, who had been 
standing in her lonely way by the fence, 
ran to meet him at the gate. Effie would 
have been too terrified to go near a 
strange dog, but the stranger girl did 
not seem at all afraid. 

“Give it up, you bad baby-stealer,” she 
commanded, and when he still held on 
to the doll’s dress, she pried it out of his 
mouth with a short stick. He just stood 
and looked at her in surprise, as she took 
the doll and laid it in Effie’s trembling 
arms. 

Effie put out her hand, as the little 
girl turned to go, and pulled. her back. 
“Please stay and play with us,” she beg- 
ged. “Carol and ‘1 are’so ’shamed _that 
we have been rude to you, and we’d like 
to know your name.’ 

“My name is Eloise,” answered the lit- 
tle stranger. 

“Oh, that’s ever so much more ’risto- 
cratic than Carol or Effie,” cried her 
little. hostess. “We'll call you the Lady 
Eloise, and I’ll give you Lorabel’s sister 
Lenabel for your very own. You see, I 
have so many children, I’m ’most worked 
to death looking after them.” 

She laid in Eloise’s arms a doll much 
like Lorabel, if not quite so new, wear- 
ing a gay red dress and hat. How the little 
girl’s: brown eyes shone! 

“Mine — my very ownest own, to take 
home and sleep with o’ nights?” she asked 
wonderingly.: “Oh; I’ve always — years 
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and years — wanted a real dolly, and I’ve 
never had one, only what I cut out of 
catalogues! And I’ve just ached to play 
with you girls in this pretty green yard, 
ever since we moved into the little up- 
stairs room where there’s no room to 
play. I used to live on a lovely farm, but 
Papa died, and Mamma came here to find 
sewing to do.” 

So, after that, three little girls played 
at doll’s house under the friendly apricot 
tree all summer long, instead of two. And, 
as Effie told her mother, it was much 
more “sat’sfact’ry.” 


Yaxima, Wash. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June £7. The Church’s Responsibility for 
Recreation. 1 Cor. 9 : 22-29. 

June 24. Missionary Possibilities in Recrea- 
tion at Home and Abroad. 1 Cor..9 : 23-27. 
(Missionary meeting.) 

July 1. America First —in What? Prov. 14: 

34; Psa. 33: 12. (Consecration meeting.) 

July 8 What Can We Do to Help Improve 

Our Community? Neh. 2: 12-20. 


- Sunday, June 10 
How Are Our Amusements a Measure 
of Our Christianity? 
(Rom. 14:7, 13-19) 





Mon.—Cruel fun (Luke 22 : 63-65). 

ae that degrade (Exod. 
: 1-6). 

Wei-Degnlben follies (Amos 6: 1-6). 

Thurs.—Social pleasures (Luke 14: 12 


14). : 
Fri—Athletics and earnestness (1 Cor. 


9 : 24-27). 
Sat.—Be generous (Prov. 24 : 29). 











What are our amusements? Why? 
What amusements are antichristian ? Why? 


HERE are a few simple rules by 

which we may test our amusements, 
and even though we may think that we 
are not doing anything a Christian should 
not do, it will be profitable to check up. 


Do our amusements rest and 
strengthen or weary and weaken the 
body ? 

Do they rest and strengthen or 
weary and weaken the brain? 

Do they make resistance to tempta- 
tion easier or harder for us? 

Do they make resistance to temptation 
easier or harder for some one else? 

Do they increase or lessen our love 
for virtue, purity, temperance, and jus- 
tice ? 

Do they give inspiration and quicken 


enthusiasm, or do they stupefy the in- | 
tellectual and harden the moral nature? - 


Do they increase or diminish our re- 
spect for good manhdod and woman; 
hood? 


Do they draw us nearer Or-remove 
us farther from Christ? 


Let ‘us add to these rules one that Paul 
has given us, “Whatsoever yedo, do all 
to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10: 31). 


In our Scripture lesson Paul points out 
first that the Christian’s duty is to i 
that “no. man liveth to himself” and, 
whether we live or die, we live and die 
unto the Lord (vs. 7 and 8). It is the 
same fact that he gives us elsewhere 
when he says, “Ye are not your own, for 
ye are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6: 19, 
20).- 

ee 


But there is another responsibility that 
the. Christian has as well as his respon- 
sibility to God. We must avoid giving 
offense to others (v. 13). We do not 
always realize that what we do has a di- 
rect influence on some one else, but now 
and then it comes home to us very forci- 
bly that we are responsible for either 
helping or hindering those who are watch- 
ing our lives. 

Paul warns us against putting a stum- 
blingblock in our brother’s way. Have 
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- (kesson for June 10 


Mark 14: 43 to 15 : 1§ 


Christian — 
Youth 


AS A 


| Lesson Help 


Sunday-schools are subscrib- 
ing to the new weekly period- 
I] ical in packages of 40, 50, 80, 
and 100 copies. They have 
seen specimen copies of the 
paper, and they feel it is just 
the right kind to put into the 
hands of their scholars. 


As a lesson help it has a 
definite plan. The purpose of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH is not 
to give the lesson in advance 
as the Sunday-school teacher 
would present it. On the con- 
trary, it is designed to prepare 
for the teaching of the lesson 
by suggesting to the boy and 
girl how they may study the 
lesson. Its helps are simple 
and highly practical, and in 
the hands and homes of your 
boys and girls, they should 
efficiently supplement your 
ii work as teacher. “Since Last 
Week” links up each lesson 
with the preceding one, and 
throws light upon portions of 
the Word not covered by the 
lesson series; “ What to Look 
Up” tells how to prepare 
the current week’s lesson; the 
heart of the lesson is set forth 
in “The Lesson Within the 
Lesson.” An outline map gives 
opportunity for “ Locating the 
Lesson,” and a series of ques- 
tions, “CanYou Answer ?” are 
worded in such a way as to 
rouse curiosity And interest. 
Space is given for written 
answers under these questions, 
so that any teacher may have 
the boys and girls clip them 
and bring the answers the fol- 
lowing Sunday. 











The subscription rates are 75 
cents a year; or 52 cents, each 
subscription, in a package of 
five or more to one address. 

Special Get Acquainted Sub- 
scription— 

Ten weeks for ten cents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gentlemen :— 


Vii be glad to try the new periodical 
— “CHRISTIAN YOUTH.” 














Please enter my name for......... trial 
subscriptions, for which I enclose......... 
MMe | Svc. Labcassnctasceres cess Rt tevdcbiaehacs isaheke 
NAN gag ak kot ides sac canvas okado coe diaadhdenee . 





you ever noticed how small a thing can 
cause you to stumble? It may be only a 
small root of a tree, or half an inch of 
sidewalk projecting above the level of the 
pavement. It need not, by any means, be 
a large boulder. Yet the result in the 
physical world is often more disastrous 
than if it had been some large obstruction 
that we would readily notice. So it is 
with our acts. It is not necessarily some 
terribly wicked thing that proves to be 
a stumblingblock to others. They might 
have no difficulty in seeing the wrong in 
such an act. But the “little” things that 
we permit to crop up in what should be a 
smooth, clear testimony for the Lord 
Jesus, these are the things that trip and 
hinder our fellow Christians. 
ve 


c 
We should not forget that it may 6 
always be a sinful amusement or pleasufe 
that hurts or offends some one else. Some- 
times a perfectly good and harmless 
amusement may work harm. A Sunday- 
school teacher might give so much time 
to baseball or tennis that preparation of 
the Sunday-school lesson suffers, and thus 
the boys and girls miss the real blessing 
that God would give through that teacher. 
It is possible for us to give time to inno- 
cent pleasure that rightfully belongs to 
God, and when we do, instantly that 
pleasure becomes sinful for us. What- 
ever takes the place in our lives that 
rightfully belongs to God is sinful and 
antichristian because it interferes with 
God’s will for us. 
4 . 

A British consul tells of a worldly 
church member, several years ago, at the 
Keswick Convention in England. In de- 
fending her worldly life, she said, “But, 
I can take Jesus Christ with me to the 
theater and to the ballroom.” The pas- 
tor who was interviewing her quietly re- 
plied, “Indeed, is that so? You can take 
Christ with you? I did not know that 
that was the order,—that it was yours 
to lead and his to. follow.” 

And here, after all, is the great solu- 
tion. The Lord Jesus has told us that 
since he has bought us and we belong to 
him, he will guide us and direct us, if 
we will but give him the opportunity. 
Our part then is to go to him for in- 
struction and ask what he would have us 
do, and then instantly and without ques- 
tion to do what he tells us. We may be 
certain that he will never tell us to do 
that which. is questionable or will injure 
another. We may be sure that what he 
tells us to do will bring to us only the 
greatest possible joy and happiness. The 
amusements he selects for us will not be 
those that remain but for:a short time, 
but will contribute a lasting joy that ‘is 
unspeakable and full of glory because 
they are part of God’s will for us. 

ye 

Am I trying to let God approve my pleas- 
ures, or am I going to him to find out what 
he would have me do? : 

What, in my pleasures or amusements, 
does not honor the Lord Jesus? 

Am I willing to let him show me if I 
am causing any other Christian to stumble? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I wish you would 
give me advice sdon, as to what is the best 
way to straighten up my affairs. I don’t 
know what to do. I have been keeping com- 
pany with a man for years; he asked me to 
marry him repeatedly. He is a business man 
and could give me all I desired, but he is 
twelve years my senior and my parents are 
strongly opposed to it. _He has been so good 
to me and it seems I ought to marry him 
and yet on the other hand I don’t want to 
get married. I cannot think of being tied 
down to a man. I am only twenty-one years 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


old. In fact, left to myself, I don’t ever 
want to get married. Do you think I would 
ever regret not accepting him? I gave him a 
decided “No,” but he said he would not give 
me up and continues his attentions though 
I keep out of his way. I had no idea of 
getting into such a tangle.—BESSIE. 


Y DEAR BESSIE: I want you to 

turn to your Bible and read the 
eighth verse of the Thirty-second Psalm. 
Then turn over to Proverbs 3:5. You 
know it is God’s business to lead and 
help his children, and he loves to give 
them wisdom for their lives. Read the 
fourth chapter of Proverbs. You need 
wisdom from God just now, and he is 
ready to help and give you understanding 
that will keep you from future regret and 
trouble. Be assured, my child, that God 
will not ask you to marry any man for 
whom you have no love, and for whom 
you feel as you do toward this man. If 
you are to marry him, God will tell you, 
and create in you affection for him, which 
will be greater than any you have for 
any living person.. Don’t force yourself 
to marry, weighing the future from a 
material viewpoint ; that will never bring 
happiness. 

A man so often has a notion that he 
can win a woman’s love, if she will only 
marry him. Then when it is too late she 
finds she does not love him, and she must 
live out her life, unsatisfied and miser- 
able; and sad ‘to say, the man is no hap- 
pier than she. To be happy in wedded 
life, as God intended, both must be filled 
with the love that God gives a man and 
wife that He brings together. God joins 
those together, if. they will permit him, 
who are of his choice.. So many times 
in this column I have tried to point out 
to you girls the joy of letting God lead 
you to the man you are to marry. God 
wants his children happy, and if they will 
but follow him, he will give them the 
right life partners. You will know it 
when the right one comes, dhd there will 
be no desire to run away from him. Go 
slowly, my child, and do not take any 
man because he urges you to do so. You 
need to be in communion very much in 
this experience with the Mighty One, 
who knowing all things, all the future, 
will guide you as he tells you in the verse 
I spoke of. It is so blessed in an impor- 
tant step like this one to realize that you 
can know when God wants you to say 
“Yes.” Keep in touch-with Him! Don’t 
move except at His command. 





[ Letters from Readers 








To the Editor: In the Times I see a 
reference to “When buying books” and it 
has struck me that many of your readers 
who might wish to get British books would 
be glad to know that I can always supply 
any books wanted. I am at the center of 
things here and can get any book if it is in 
print—T. French Downie, 21 Warwick 
Lane, London,, E. C.4, England. 


To the Editor: I was greatly interested 
in reading in your “Notes on Open Letters” 
the reference to the handwriting on the wall 
in the palace of Belshazzar, and the theory 
suggested by one of your readers that no 
one but Daniel could read the words “Mene, 
Mene, Tekel, Upharsin,” and that possibly 
the writing disappeared and Daniel was 
called upon to tell what had been written as 
well as to explain its significance. 

Now may I say that I never had any per- 
plexity in regard to that matter. I fully 
believe that the writing did not disappear 
but continued in fiery vividness, and that 
every person who knew: the Hebrew letters 
could pronounce the words, but that Daniel 
was the only one to whom was given the 
power to interpret the words and declare 
their awful significance in the ears of the 
terrified monarch. Those were single, dis- 
connected words, not. one of which could 
possibly convey any. lesson to any person 
on earth except as the Holy Spirit should 
reveal its divine intent. Each word was a 
text, or motto, from.which Daniel was in- 
spired to preach the ‘sermon. 

Of course Daniel could have: preached 
that sermon, and would have been glad to, 
if he could have had the opportunity, even 
without any handwriting on the wall, but 
the hand had to appear and the writing to 
be executed so as to attract the attention 
of Belshazzar and of all these <evelers and 
prepare them for the divine message; but 
it would not be necessary that words should | 
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LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


‘My Annuity with the Jewish Mission” is 
the title of a leatlet we would like you to read. 
It is yours for the asking. Just say ‘‘Send 
me your leaflet on Annuities.” 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— J 
not a word. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. ~ Brooklyn, N. Y. 


























be written which none of them could read. 
—James H. -Childs, Huntington, Mass. 





The following letter was sent by a mis- 
sionary in Annam, Indo-China, to a reader 
of The Sunday Schoo! Times: 


God has given us an overflow of students 
this year. We have tucked eighty-six of 
them into every available corner, — even our 
kitchen has been converted into a dormitory 
room. 

They are earnest, hungry souls, and our 
classes are times of great spiritual blessing. 
Pray for these precious lives. You can have 
a part through prayer. The enemy has 
béen trying every conceivable way to hinder 
the spread of the Gospel. Some have even 
been fined for worshiping the true God. 
Persecutions are breaking out on every side. 
All we can do is pray. This battle is not 
ours, but God’s. Pray that every prohibi- 
tion shall be speedily lifted, that this glori- 
ous Gospel shall be preached unhindered. 
There are hungry hearts all over this land. 

Many of our Christians travel all night 
so as to get to service Sunday morning. 

Every Saturday and Sunday our students 
go out in groups to witness. All have stir- 
ring reports to give. One group came home 
with an idol as a testimony of what had 
taken place in a home where they had lis- 
tened to the Gospel. The entire family, ex- 
cept one member, gave their heaits to God, 
and down came the dirty, hideous idol! 
Pray for this family, for the trials will be- 
gin to multiply. 

We are kept on the jump every day of 
the week. When we are not in class teach- 
ing, we are delving into the Annamese 
language, and preparing lessons. The time 
simply takes wings — the week is gone be- 
fore we half realize it. Just a little while, 
and “he that shall come, will come, and 
will not tarry”! We want to be faithful, 
lest he come and find us sleeping ! 





To the Editor: I notice your reply in 
“Notes on Open Letters” in the March 31st 
issue of the Times and your quotation from 
Dr. Henry W. Frost, Home Director for 
North America of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, on Carcase and Eagles. 

I would like to suggest an interpretation 
which differs from either of those given 
in this article. The common _ interpreta- 
tion calling the carcase the Lord Jesus had 
always been so obnoxious to me I could not 
accept it, and I gave considerable prayer 
and study to the subject, reaching this con- 
clusion: that either the discourse in Matthew 
24 and that in Luke 17 were two different 
ones or that Matthew related one part and 
Luke another part of the same discourse. 

In Matthew 24: 28, the Greek word for 
carcase given in Strong’s Exhaustive Con- 
cordance is “Ptomah” and it is defined as 
a lifeless body, a corpse, carrion, a ruin. 
The thought is that where the dead body 
was,— whether borne on the funeral bier, 
or in a state of corruption, or having passed 
to the stage of perfect ruin, seemingly noth- 
ing traceable left of it, there would the 
a, be gathered, 

n Luke’s account of the coming of the 
Lord, he is writing of the living: two in 
one bed, two in the field, two grinding at 
the mill, and Luke says: ‘Whetresoever 
the body: is.” Strong gives the Greek for 
body as “Somah” and defines it as the body 
as a sound whole, a living body. With 
these explanations defining the carcase and 
the body, the task of interpretation seems 
to be pretty well in hand. 

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance explains ~ 
that the word “eagle” comes from the same 
root as the word meaning “To breathe un- 
consciously, 7. e., respire; air (as naturally 
circumambient)”; and that it means an 
“eagle (from its windlike flight).” 

To me the thought was beautiful and 
illuminating. At the coming of the Lord, 
the human of a saint, in whatever state, 
living or dead, or in whatever state of. pres- 
ervation or ruin if dead, would be changed 
by this something called an eagle, like un- 
conscious respiration or breathing, encom- 
passing, enfolding, and infilling, like the at- 
mesphere surrounding and filling the lungs 
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of a natural body. This something called 
the eagle in our language, but too full of 
meaning in the original to be expressed in 
any one word of English, would—in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye — change 
this vile body, fashioning it like unto His 
own glorious (or glorified) body, and bear it 
like the eagle in its aerial flight to meet the 
Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4: 17).—F. M, 
Messenger, Messénger Publishing Co., Chi- 
cago. 
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Learn Another Man's Language (i%<i fio vsfeid 
Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian, Rus- 
sian, Portuguese pangnere, Price, $1.75. Over a mil- 
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“THE TIME OF THE END” 


A thirty page booklet showing by the Scriptures 
that events expected to take place this year point to 
the imminent return of the Lord, 
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These rates include postage. 
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By Howard A, Banks, Litt.D. 4 








Foliowing the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Praying for Others 


4 k= you ever been distinctly con- 
scious of being sustained by prayer, 
by whom you may not definitely know at 
the time, and perhaps may never know 
down here, in a time of temptation, or 


work, or in a public testimony, or in do- 
ing any task for God? It is,not an infre- 
quent experience with the writer. Thomas 
Erskine is quoted in the Keswick Cal- 
endar: “A friend told me that he had 
been at different times sensible of spir- 
itual blessings bestowed on: him through 
the prayers of particular persons at a dis- 
tance. ... I like to think of the conde- 
scension of our God in anSwering such 
petitions to the very letter of their peti- 
tions, and I like to think of his binding 
souls so closely as to make them chan- 
nels to each other of the water of life.” 


—— 


June 4 to 10 
Mon.—Mark 14: 43-52. The Arrest. 


It was “the band,” not “a band,” which 
made the arrest —the cohort of Roman 
soldiers sent by Pilate to prevent a’ tu- 
mult (cf. Acts 10:1). The Roman sol- 
diers were armed with swords and the 
officers of the priests “with staves,” Judas 
leading on to Gethsemane as the treach- 
erous spy. Jew and Gentile conspired in 
the arrest as well as in the crucifixion. 
Our Lord was never surprised. He had 
announced the betrayal, and now, work- 
ing out atanement with definite precision, 
he announces the betrayal. 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all 
God’s people (Eph. 6:18) —tried, dis- 
couraged, tempted, sick, afflicted, sorrow- 
ing, needy, burdened, distressed ones; 
weak, careless, prayerless, worldly, de- 
feated, fruitless, backslidden ones; that 
all may be established, perfected, S pirit- 
filled, made fruitful, and completed for 
the coming of Christ. 


Tues.—Luke 22: 54-62. Jesus and Peter. 


Cephas and Caiaphas face each other 
at different times under dramatic cir- 
cumstances. Here Cephas denies his Lord 
in the court of Caiaphas. But Peter goes 
through his washing process (John 13:8) 
and Simon becomes Cephas, the rock, at 
Pentecost. Then, seeing the boldness of 
Cephas, Caiaphas marvels (Acts 4:5, 6, 
13). The Spirit, yielded to, can make 
just as much difference in your and my 
dead and denying lives. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all 
of God’s servants: pastors, tract distrib- 
utors, editors, missionaries, Bible teachers, 
and the like, that their lives be consistent 
with the Gospel they preach, that their 
ministry may be in the power of the 
Spirit, and that effectual doors of service 
may be opened to them. 

Wed.—Mark 15:1-15. Jesus Before Pilate. 

Pilate, seeking to escape responsibility, 
resorts to the Jewish ritual in the case 
of an unknown murder, and washes his 
hands, declaring his innocence “of the 
blood of this just person.”. Jewish leaders 
and multitudes accede to his act, invoking 
his blood to be upon the heads of them- 
selves and their children; and ever since 
the avenger of blood has pursued them 
into every country into which they have 
fled, and will do so until they look upon 
Him whom they pierced, and accept him. 

Prayer: Succestions;: Pray for a 
mighty revival of the true and living 
Church of God (Eph. 3:14-21), for a new 
awakening, a revitalizing,.a refilling and 
reanointing of the Spirit that will result 
in a new sense of sin, confession, repent- 
ance, renewal of faith, courage, and 
prayerfulness. 


Thurs.—Luke 23: 8-12, Jesus Before Herod. 


Our Lord answered the high priest, 
when questioned, as to. his deity, and 
Pilate as to his kingship, but he was in 


accusations of the Sanhedrin and the 
priests and to the morbid curiosity of 
Herod. Christ would not use his ,dis- 
courses or his miracles to liberate himself 
from death. He was ymagnificent in his 
silences as well as in his speech. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Spirit- 
filled and Spirtt-enabled intercessors (Col. 
4:12, 13), who will give time and strength 
to wrestle against the powers of darkness, 
clad with the whole armor of God. 


Fri.—Matthew 27: 17-26. Barabbas or Jesus. 


“Barabbas” means “the son of the 
father.” Dr. Scofield had a graphic ser- 
mon depicting Barabbas standing at the 
foot of the cross, beholding-the Lord, 
“the Son of Ais Father,” bearing Barab- 
bas’ sin in his stead. In a sengq@ we are 
all sons of Barabbas, inheritin, from 
our father Adam. The Son of the Father 
bore our sins on the tree, and by faith we 
are, for that reason, justified. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray against all 
enemies of the Church (2 Tim. 3:8-10; 
Jude 14, 15),—against false teachers 
and writers, who are deceiving many; 
against atheistic associations and anti- 
Bible societies (Tit. 1:10, 11). Claim 
the victory of the cross (Heb. 2:14), the 
blood of the Lamb (Rev. 12:11), and 
the promise of God (Rom. 6:16-20), in 
o' name of the Lord Jesus (Phil. 2:9, 
10). 


Sat.—Acts 3:11-21. Unjust Condemnation. 


“The marvel of the apostles’ stand is 
twofold. They rebel against the author- 
ity constituted by the law of Moses... . 
Jesus himself seems to admit its rightful 
authority (Matt. 23:1, 2). How now, 
in the. face of their constitutionality and 
Jesus’ endorsement of it, can we justify 
Peter and John in practically defying 
him? ... The boldness, the interpretative 
insight, the courage, the resolution of this 
hour were the products of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Prayer Succestions:. Pray for the 
testimony of M. and Mme) Contesse at 
Digne, Southeast France; for their mag- 
azine, La Bonne Revue; for the Bible con- 
ferences and colportage work, for the 
local church. Pray especially for their 
new hospital to accommodate fifty people, 
for the completion of which nine or ten 
thousand dollars more. is needed. 


Sun.—Isaiah 53:1-6. The Suffering Saviour. 


“Among the mountains of suffering, 
upon whose unsheltered, devoted summit 
have broken tempests of trouble and tor- 
nadoes of pain, Calvary stands out with 
unrivaled pre-eminence. Forever the 
Lord Jesus remains in splendid isolation 
as the Prince of Sorrows, the King of 
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Grief, and the Emperor of Woes” (Law. 
1:12).—Dr. T. T. Shields. he 
Prayer Succestions: Pray that G 
may get the people for his name out of 


the West Indies Islands of Martinique,» . 


Guadalupe, and Marie-Galante; pray for = 
the four hundred thousand souls with ret - 
a single evangelist, steeped in Catholt™ 
cism; for Joseph Dutton, the lone pioneeg. i 
ing colporteur here. a = 
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Daniel’s Prophetic Image; 
And the Stone Which Smote It 

By Rev. A. Sims. Shows when Gentile World 
Rule began, and how and when it will end —in 
swift and utter destruction. Absolutely no hope for 
this world from any form of human government. We 
are now down in the Toes of that Image, “ weak 
and divided’’ as the mighty upheavals caused by the 
World War abundantly prove. The great and mar- 
velous Stone destined very soon to smite the Image. 
Price, 25c, ‘I'en copies, $2, 


= COMING GREAT WAR 


The Greatest Ever Known in Human History 

By eminent Bible teachers,and edited by Rev. A. Sims. 

Hailstones weighing 56 pounds hurling down on men 
and horses floundering in blood; London, Paris, 
Rome, and New York streets filled with stone and 
steel from falling buildings; sudden yistas opened 
through mountains ; marine charts readers useless 
by shifting islands ; these are features accompanying 
the Battle of Armageddon. Greed for the wealth 
of Palestine will help to bring it on. Two 
hundred million men will rage impotently 
against a heavenly army mounted on white horses 
and led by the Lord —_ Christ. The Bible foretelis 
all this. This book is a clear and Scriptural! ex- 
planation of the Battle of Armageddon : prophecies 
about it, preparations for it, its causes, location, 
combatants, and outcome. 

Price, 25c. Ten copies, $2. 


A. SIMS, 5 Simpson Avenue, Dept. S; Toronto 6, Ont., Canada 


WHERE~———— 
CHRIST IS NOT NAMED 


Trained NATIVES in various parts of the world 
may be supported in the-work of God for an entire 
= for from $25 up to Nothing deducted 
rom your 100% goes toward the natives’ sup- 
port. Service and literature free. 

NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. 


| Box T, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 


























Men aud women fiud it easy taking orders for 
our fast selling imported linens and damasks, 
part or full time. Large com Best 
lections and low prices. Our. sample line 
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sells itself @ without previons experience. 
WRITE FOR IT. 

LINEN 0O., Dept. W. 532 Broadway. N.Y. 








A Letter from Dr. Bob Jones 


5 ie Bob Jones College, located on “beautiful St. Andrews Bay” (Post Office, Lynn Haven, 
Florida), stands for the Old-Time Religion. We believe the Bible, from the dong verse of 


Genesis to the last verse of Revelation, inclusive. 


The Bob Jones College stands for thorough scholastic work. Boys and girls can get in our 
school anything they can get in any school of liberal arts, 


The Bob Jones Coll 


is interdenominational, It stands for the fundamentals of the Christian 


faith, and the members of the faculty are orthodox members of the different evangelical churches. 
The Bob Jones a is the best place I know in which to educate a boy or girl. The 


expenses are reasonable, 
amount to only $350.00 for nine months. 


uition, fees, room and 


and all expenses except books and laundry 


The Bob Jones College is located in the most beautiful all-the-year-round climate in America. 
St. Andrews Bay is one of the five most beautiful bodies of water in the world. - 


The Bob Jones College has modem, up-to-date buildings and equipment. The Gizls’ Dormito: 
i> ong cduceadl clas. ” 


and the Boys’ 


rmitory are not excelled in any 


center. 


The Bob Jones College is now doing preparatory work, and freshman and sophomore college 
woah." Ons’ fear lealiicpent. Sopscmber tke séiee tad cable Seam aN be adicd w dha sulla 
This means that a boy or girl can enter the college the twelfth day of next September and 


course. 
do four full years of college work. 


Fathers and mothers, let me remind you that the faith of your son and daughter is the 


precious thing in the world. Play the 


game safe. 


care of them. We will take care of them physically and mentally. 


m 
Send your son or daughter to us. We will take 
WE WILL TAKE CARE 


OF THEM SPIRITUALLY. If they are not Christians we will do our dead level best to win 
eee ee ae If they are Christians, we will endeavor to send them back to you stronger 
hristians, 


If you are interested in a se, age educational institution, let me suggest that you write at 


once for a catalogue. Just address 





superb contrast. to the vehement lying 





Bob Jones College, Lynn Haven, Florida.—Adv. 


Yours truly, BOB JONES 
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